e |
G% !
ez T
SP — “ﬁNu

“REe @

w e w

S2Pn3" |

S o &
e 2 =

:0- v & R i :
"H

w : SR
A ™
=




RAJA RAM SINGH
(1861—1899)






RAJA RAM SINGH

THE FORGOTTON PRINCE
AND
HIS TIMES
(1861—1899)

Mohinder Simgh

GUJRAL PRINTERS
Sanjay Gandhi Nagar,
PO : Gangyal, Jammu-180 010
JAMMU & KASHMIR (INDIA).



Gb‘ﬂﬂm PRIN?E‘RS Teo
Sarjay Gandhi Nagar, Jammu-180 010.

© MOHINDER SINGH
7990

PRINTED AT :

GUJRAL PRINTERS .
Sanjay Gandhi thtr, .

PO : Gangyal, jammu-160 010.

Price : Rupees 6000 only



PREFACE

One of the colourfu!l but little known personalities
among the princes of Jammu and Kashmir State was
Raja Ram Singh. The role he played, the qualities he
displayed and the neglect he has sufferred, so for, pro-
mpted me to explore information about this forgotton
Prince.

The major difficulties one faces in securing infor-
Whmch a prince who live for a short period is

a!rﬁl&ﬂlty of reliable material. Since this State lac-
ked riews papers and a developed literary traditions,
normal source materials in these form are not available
in this case. So this work is solely based on records of
the State Archives, Jammu, afew published Books
and un published manuscripts.

I am conscious of the fact that the work could not
be made as free from defects as | would have wished.
For this, | crave the indulgence of the learned readers,
whose kind and relevant suggestions woul!d be thank-
fully accepted and utilized by me for improvement
in the future.

For the preparations of this werk | am much inde-
bted to Prof. A.C. Bose & Dr. S.S. Charak who helped

I



me with valuable suggestions.

| am greteful to the staffs of State Archives
Jammu, Ranbir Library Jammu, Central and History
Department Library of the university of Jammu for
their ca-operation in my work.

| must express my gratitude ta S. Santakh Singh
Guijral for the encoutagement and guidance for Publi-
shing my work.

Lastly, | am indebted to all my friends who helped
me in my work by their ce-: peratic n and assistance.

'Jamr'hu‘ , o Nlohmder Slngh
July 1, 1890 TR
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1
INTRODUCTION

From olden times Jammu has been the seat of a
Rajput dynesty' which ruled over a small principality
extending over a few miles around it. The two lakes,
Mansar and Siroinsar a little to the east of the city,
have given to its inhabitants the name ‘“Dogra’” a
corruption of the Sanskrit word ‘“‘Dwigarth” or ‘do”
and grith? means two lakes. But if the Tarikh-i-Azami
of Kashmir (1417 A.D.) is to be belived one finds
mention of the Dugara desha (from which, obviously,
the names Duggar and Dogra were derived) in two
copper plate title- deeds by the Raja of Chamba in
I Banzai P.N Kaul, A History of Kashmir, Published by
Metropolitan Book Co. (Pvt) Ltd., New Delhi-6, in
1973, P. 639.

2 Charak S S, Introduction to the History and Culture
of the Dogras, Published hy Ajaya Parkashan, 6-A4 Canal
Road, Jam:nu, P. 69,




Raja Ram Singh

1053. One is still not sure of the origin of the name
of Durgara. It might have been derived from the word
Durgagiti (inaccessible hills). Jammu, howzver, app-
ears to have been the most important and influential of
the dozen of tiny Dogra states which comprised the
hilly country extending from the plains of the Punjab
to the snowy range of fhe mountains bounding the
Kashmir valley on the south and now known as the
Jammu Province. These Dogra principalities are said
to have been founded by Rajput adventurers from
Oudh and Delhi3, about the time of Alexander’s inva-
sion, when they moved up north to oppose the Greeks.
At the time of Timur’s invasion in 1398 A.D. these petty
principalities were engaged in quarrels among them-
selves, but they combined against Timur's forces, who
however, drove them into hills. During the Mugal
period, these Dogra chiefs appear to have carried on
the feudatories of the Emperors, retaining a large
measure of freedom in the management of their fiefs.
Of Sangram Dev?®, Tuzk-i-Jehangiri contains several
references, one of which mention him as ‘“the Raja of

Jammu having a mansab of 1500 personnel and 1000
horses”.

S Buwiizai P.N. Kaul, A History of Kashmir, P. 639
4 Ibid.
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Introduction

After the invasion of Mohamad-ud-din Ghori® the
Rajput hegemony in the hilly tract between Punjab
and Kashmir was shattered. The Rajput rulers who
held sway around the town of Jammu regained their
independence when the Mughal kingdom began to
show sign of disintegration. They were combined
under Raja Dhruv Dev® and his son Ranjit Dev in
1707. Ranjit Dev succeeded to the throne in 17427
and continued to hold prominence in the politics in
Jammu and out side for forty years. Ranjit Dev was
unfortunate in respect of his son. The eldest Brij Raj
Dev, was of dissolute character and in order to save
the kingdom from falling into his unworthy hands, he
nominated his second son, Dalil Singh?8, as his succe-
ssor. Brij Raj did not tolerate this, and approached the
leaders of Sukharchakia Misl Charat Singh for help,
with his hz2lp he succeeded the throne of Jammu.

After Ranjit Dev, Brij Raj Dev could not stand
against rising power of the Sikhs for long. Mahan

5 Gwasha Lal, Kashmir Present and Past P. 1,

6 Ibid.

7 Churak S S., Introduction to the Historv & Culture of
the Dogras P. 39.

8 Bam:zai P N. Kaul, A History of Kashmir, P. 64].
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Raja Ram Singh

Singh?, the father of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who had
succeeded to the leadership of the Sukdrchakia Misl
tried to capture Jammu but he could not do so. On
the death of Brij Raj Dev his one year old child
Sampuran Dev'? succeeded to him under the guardian-
ship of Mian Mota, a cousin of Brij Raj Dev,
Sampuran Dev died at the age of eleven and was suc-
ceeded by Jit Singh, the son of Brij Raj Dev’s younger
brother, Dalil Singh.

Raja Jit Singh'' proved to be an incompetent man,
and his wife who was an ambitious lady, took the
management of affairs in her own hands. Finding the
small state torn by internal dissensions, Maharaja
Ranjit Singh'2 ordered in 1803 Bhai Hukam Singh, his
trusted lieutenant, to reduce Jammu and annex it to
the sikh state and thus the whole province came direc-
tly under the Lahore Darbar. It was only twelve years
later that Jammu principality was retrieved by another
scion of the family Raja Gulab Singh, who with his
remarkable bravery in the field and diplomatic skill,

9 Ihid,
10 Itid.

11 Bamzai P.N. Kaul, A History of Kashmir, P. 641,
12 Ibid. P. 642,

4



Introduction

slowly built Jammu, extending its frontier into the
east and north of the valley, and after incorporzting

the latter into his dominions founded the present state
of Jammu and Kashmir.

In 1846 when as a result of the Treaty of Amritsar,
Gulab Singh was made the absolute master of Jammu
and Kashmir state i.e. the area situated to the east-
ward of the River Indus and westward of the River
Ravi including Chamba and excluding Lahul, being part
of the territories ceeded to the British Governmert of
India by the Lahore State according to the treaty of
Lahore March, 1846. Thus the state of Jammu and
Kashmir under the independent charge of Maharaja
Gulab Singh came into existence and ruled by him for
ten years, when he was succeeded by his son Ranbir
Singh in February, 185613,

Although Gulab Singh (the first ruler of Jammu
and Kashmir state) became ruler of the state in 1846
but he did not get the actual possession of his new
province of Kashmir without difficulty. His forces
fought against the Sikh troops.

It was the only state in the time of British rule in

13 Bamzai P .N. Kaul, A History of Kashmir, P, 660,
5



Raja Ram Singh

India who did not keep silent. The ruler of this state
continued with efforts to extend its territories by invaid-
ing the adjoining tribal areas of Hunzo Nagar, Chilas,
Chitral etc. All these struggles for rule prove that
Dogra families of the Jammu ruler provided a number
of brave Generals. Raja Ram Singh was also one of
them who was born in the second half of the 19th
century.



2
EARLY LIFE

Raja Ram Singh was the son of Maharaja Ranbir
Singh, the second Dogra Ruler of Jammu and Kashmir
state. Maharaja Ranbir Singh had four sons’, namely
Partap Singh, Ram Singh, Amar Singh and Lachman
Singh. The second son named Ram Singh was born
in June, 1861 (Jeth, 19182) by the first wife of Maha-
raja Ranbir Singh, named Subh Devi popularly called
Malhori Rani. Partap Singh and Amar Singh were
born by the same wife of Maharaja Ranbir Singh in
1850 and 1864:% respectively. This Rani also gave
birth to two girls* known as Bua Sahiba which shows

1 Khan Singh Balawria, Tarikh Rajgan Janumu and Kash-
mir, Published by Steam Press Lahore, 1920, P, 180,

2 1bid,

3 Ihid,



Early Life

that Ram Singh had two real brothers and two real
sisters. The fourth son of Maharaja Ranbir Singh was
Lachman Singh, who was born in 18735 hy the Charak
Rani named Krishna Devi, but he died® at the age of
five years only. Thus of the three surviving sons of
thé Maharaja, Partap Singh was the eldest and Ram
Singh was the sesond. Mzharaja Ranbir Sirgh pcid
great attention to the upbringing of his children. The
Jagir of Ramnagar’ along with the Revenue of villages
of that Tehsil, amounting to Rupees one lakh and
twenty five thousands, was sanctionad for the upbring-
ing of Raja Ram Singh, which remained under his
charge till his death. His Mundan ceremony (first
shaving) was held on Januery 21, 18668 wken he
attained the age of five years. According to the Dogra
family tradition every Dogra child had to wear the
sacred thread when he attained the age of ten years.

4 Ibid,

5 Ibid, P, 181,
6 Ibid,

7 Khan Singh, Balawria, Tarikh-i Rajgan Jammu and
Kashmir, P, 181,

8 Ibid, P, 180,
9 Ibid. P, 181,



Raja Ram Singh

Thus the thread ceremony of Raja Ram Singh was
performed in April, 1872°. '

Born and brought up in luxury and great paternal
care, Ram Singh developed into a smart youngman. He
got his education in the palace from Pandits and
Maulvies. As Ram Singh was an educated and smart
young Prince, Maharaja Ranbir Singh appointed him
a commander in the Jammu and Kashmir state forces
at an early age and placed certain other business of
the state forces under his control.

Princes of ruling families usually married young
and often indulged in nolygamy. In the true spirit of
the time and conventions of the ruling class Raja Ram
Singh too had five wives. First of the five marriages
was held on May 3, 1875'" with the daughter of
Rajgan Padwal resident of Tilokpur. The second
marriage took place after six years in (Katoch family)
with the sister of Colonel Jai Chand of Lamba-graon
district Kangra in 1881'2, Raja Ram Singh had two
sons Bahnupal Singh, Narain Singh's and a daughter

11 Khan Singh, Balawria, Tarik-i-Rajgan Jammu and
Kashmir, P, 181,

12 Ibid,

13 Ibid,



Early Life

Bua Sahiba from this Rani. However, these two sons'
died in their childhood (in the days of Tafuliat). The
surviving Bua Sahiba was married to Raja Kedar Chand
Balia of Chenan on March 4, 1901, after the death of
Raja Ram Singh. Raja Ram Singh married, for
the third time, the sister of Thakur Pyar Singh
Pathania's of village Ray district Kangra. His fourth
marriage was with a Charak girl of Katharwale tehsil
R. S. Pura district Jammu on February 19, 1g881e,
This Rani left this world in 1925'7 after his death.

Though, Raja Ram Singh married four times, yet
he was left destitute of the heir to throne. He was ble-
ssed with two sons but they passed away in their
childhood. Therefore, Raja Ram Singh married again,
now the fifth time. He was betrothled'® to the daughter
of Raja of Sermor, the cousin of Jai Chand of Lama-
graon, district Kangra on October 3, 1894. The betrothle
ceremony was celebrated in which resident was

14 Ibid,

15 Khun Singh Balawria, Tarikh-i- Rajgan Jammu and
Kashmir, P, 182. -

16 Ibid., P. 183.

17 Ibid , P, 183.

18 C.S. Old English Record File No. 66 of 1894 S AJ.

19 Ver. Record File No. 342/8 of 1895., S.A.J.

10



Raja Ram Singh

also an invitee along with other officials of the residency.
Maich 9, 1895 was fixed the date of marriage. The
marriage party left Jammu on March 5, 1895 and
reached Kapurthala on March 8, 1895. The marriage
formalities were performed in the house of the parents
of the bride. The marriage party returned to Jammu
on March 11, 1895.

Thus, Raja Ram Singh had five marriages but he
left this world without a heir.2° Rao Rattan Singh was
his natural son.?' He was of two and a half years old
when Raja Ram Singh breathed his last.

No sooner had His Highness the late Maharaja
Ranbir Singh Bahadur breathed his last than internal
dissenssions and personal animosities affiliated over
the Darbar. Not only the ministers of the state but
even members of the ruling family, nay, even the
three real brothers became deadly divided against one
another. To describe in detail how these mutual
animosities and personal grudges produced the most
disastrous results, how Colonel Nisbett, very aptly and
justly called Nishputt (one who uproots) by the !oyal
subjects of the state, alienated the loyal youngest

20. Son from his wives.
21, A son; from other than his wives.

11



Early Life

brother from the kind-hearted and affectuonate eldest
one, how the Kashmlr state once a very flounshmg
and awe msplrmg frontier kmgdom sank into an
ignominious vassalage and how the farfamed coffers
of the Dogra rule (Raj) was |mpover|shed was not the
object of this chequered narrative suffice it to say that
the ancient saying “House divided against itself cannot
stand,”” was proved in a most overt manner here in
this state. These animosities and mutual differences
not withstanding the ruin and disaster affected by them
were continued for long. Royal brothers and members
of the council were split against each other, especially
the differences between the Maharaja and his youngest
brother Raja Amar Singh were carried so far that they
even did not take their food tygether.. But the differ-
ences between Raja Ram Singh and Maharaja Partap
Singh were apparant than real,22

22 Wazir Lachman, Wazir Lachman and the Kashmir State
by an eye witness, 1896, P. 11, 12 & 13.
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3
President of the State Council of
Jammu & Kashmir

It may be pointed out here that Kashmir occupied
a position of great strategic importance on the north-
western frontier of India. To keep itself posted with all
the developments on this side, the Government of
India had, therefore, been keeping an “Officer on spec-
ial duty”, in the state since the time of Maharaja Gulab
Singh though, obstensibly, the “officer’” was to look
to the welfare of the European visitors to Kashmir.
Just before Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s death, the Gove-
rnment of India decided to raise the status of the
officer on special duty to that of a fufl-fledged political
resident?® so fhat their representative may carry on

23 Veena Rajput, Raja Amar Singh, Dissertation submitted
for M A. Final, 1976, P. 32.

13



Raja Ram Singh

their political activities with great freedom and vigour.
According to the Government of Ind’a, this change
was called for ‘not’ merely by the need for assisting
and supervising administrative reforms, but also by the
increasing importance to the Government of India of
watching events beyond the North-West frontier of
Kashmir. Army disturbance which continued misgover-
nment might create in Kasihmir. But actually this
disturbance was on the frontier of Afghanistan which
grave the political complication between the Kashmir
and the deperdent chiefs. We have, therefore, to con-
sider the necessity of providing efficient political
supervision, not merely in the interest of the people of
Kashmir, but also in the interest of the people of
India.?* The consequences were that at the time of
the accession of Maharaja Partap Singh to the throne
that the Government of India was able to force him
to accept the said change which his predecessors had
succesfully resisted, and Sir Oliver St. John became
the first British resident in Kashmir.

Thus, the new succession of 1885 had offered the
Government of India with an opportunity to tighten

24 Progs., May, 1884. Forgn., Sec. E, No. 354 N.A.IL,
Government of India to Secretary of State, April 7,
1884, Veena Rajput, Raja Amar Singh, P. 33.

14



President of the State Council of Jammu & Kashmir

their control over Kashmir. If there could be any other
similar occasion, it could enable them to strengthen
their position in Kashmir further for the sake of India’‘s
defence against Russia The treasonous letters had the
substanca to precipitate such a situation. Therefore,
aithough the Government of India did not attach much
importance to them yet they decided to use them to
““set the things straight” in the state. The Mehcraja’s
“lrshad’ came further handy to them. The result was
that the Government of India decided that the Maharaja
should hava no say in the administiation of his state
for an indzafinite period and that, instead of him, the
affairs of the state should be conducted by a new
council under the guidance and supervision of the
resident. This decision was conveyed byColonzl Nisbet,
first, verbaliy to the Maharaja?, and subsequently in
writing to the Mahartja’s Prime-Minister, Raja Amar
Singh on April 17, 188928. Thus Maharaja Partap Singh
was praciticslly deposed.

After Maharaja Partap Singh was deprived of pol-

25 Progs, July, 1889, Forgn., Sec. E, Nos. 221-230, N.A.I.
Resident to Foreign Secretary, April 19, 1889., Veena
Rajput, Raja Amar Singh, P.

26 Progn, May, 1889, Forgn, See. E, No.563, N.A.L,
Resident to Raja Amar Singh April 17, 1889, 1bid.

15
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itical powers, a new council of state was constituted.
Initially it comprised three ordinary members, Raja Amar
Singh, Rai Bahadur Bhag Ram, Rai Bahadur Suraj Kaul

and a President, who was Raja Ram Singh.?” Lateron

Khan Bahadur Muhi-ud-din was added to it as the fourth?
member. This council commenced its working at Sri-

nagar with effect from April 18, 1889.2°

27 Progs, April 1889, Forgn., Sec.E., No. 150, N.A.l.,
Ibid.

28 Progs, April 1886, Forgn., Sec.E., Nos. 94-95, N.A.I.,
Ibid. L

59 Ibid.

16



4
WORKING OF THE COUNCIL

The new council of Jammu and Kashmir state was
formed on April 18, 1839.' The members of the council
were appointed by the Govt. of India and hold indep-
endent charge of their respective departments. Subject
to the General Control of the state council Raja Ram
Singh? was made incharge of the military department,
Raja Amar Singh, Rai Bahadur Suraj Kaul, Rar Bahadur
Bhag Ram were made incharge of Foreign, Revenue
and Justice respectively. The Public Works department
was divided among Raja Amar Singh, Rai Bahadur
Suraj Kaul and Rai Bahadur Bhag Ram till Khan Bahadur
Sheikh Gulam Mahjuddin joined the state conncil on

1 State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the Procee-
dings from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1889, S. 4. J,
P. 1.

2 Ibid,

17



Raja Ram Singh

June 15. 1889* and assumed the charge of this depa-
rtment from 19th of June, 1889.

The councij usually met once a week* but emerg-
ency special meetings were convened by order of Raja
Ram Singh and Raja Amar Singh. During the Presiden-
tship of Raja Ram Singh, he attended only the meetings
held in April and May, 1889.5 After that he Ifet for
Jammu in company with the Maharaja Partap Singh in
connection witn the Charsala® Ceremony of their late
father - Maharaja Ranbir Singh. In his absence the
Resident recommended to the Government of Indi# the
appointment of Raja Amar Singh as the President of
state council in place of Raja Ram Singh.

Under th2 Prsidentship of Raja Singh the dfiite
council held fifteen” meetings and four emergency
meetings but Raja Ram Singh attended only eight® mee-
tings in which the following rules and regulations
werz passel in different departments,

3 Ibid, P. 25.

4 Ibib,, P, I,

5 State Council, Kashmi-. Quarterly Report of the Pro-
eeedings from Ap:il 18, 1889 to July 3ist, 1889, P. 2.

6 Ihid.

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid., P. 3,

18



Working of the Council
MILITARY DEPARTMENT

In April, 1889 Raja Ram Singh favoured the state
councit with proposal based on Captain Hogg's
scheme on the subject of accourtments® and C. for
active service and it was accordingly resolved that (i)
the Bahu and Katgarh preserves be placed at the dis-
posal of the Military Department, (ii) an application
was made to the Resident for the services of a trained
Native Farrier Major and a Salutri, (iii) as regards
the remaining proposals, those appertaining to the
expenditure was incorporated in the Budget estimate.
While those requiring special sanctions were to be
submitted separately for orders. The military budget
had not been prepared, the Council was not in a posi-
tion to state definitely what would be necessary in the

way of improving the state troops.

The restoration of service grants’‘ to the Swars
employed in Artillery servics was referred to the revenue
department for detarled enquiry and report as to (i)
the principles on which these grants were made (ii)
causes of their subsequent resumption and (iii) the
desirability or otherwise of their future restoration, to-

9 State Council, Kashmir, Quarterlv of the Proceedings
Jrom April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1889, S.A.J., P4.
13 Ibid.
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gether with the grounds for such recomnendation end
for the preparation and submission of a detailed state-
ment of all old grantees, the year of each grant and
the period during which its enjoyment continued.

The proposal from General Punjab Singh of Gilgit
Area suggesting dismantlement of the old fort at
Naubal'* by reason of its proximity to the new foit was
referred to captain Curand for his opinion through the

resident.

The dependents of Army persnal who laid down
their lives for the state were to be provided with emp-
loyments e.g., the case of grandsons'? of=«Colonel
Zalim Singh were referred to the Commander-in-Chief
of the state forces by the state councit to employ ther
at Rs. 50/- per month in Military Service on occurence:
of suitable vacancies.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT

1. Forign Relation ; The Raja of Nagur applied
for the deputation’® of astate Vakil to his Court, but

11 State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Repoit of the Pro-
ceedings from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1§89, S.A.J.,
P 4.

12 Ibid.

13 Ibid., P.5.
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Working of the Council

his application not being very clear, he was asked to
state specifically if he was anxious to have a consulate
permanently established at his capital,

- Being a foreign subject the applications of Musa
kargaz and twenty other headman of Shaidulla Khoja
was forwarded to the Resident because they had
applied for pecuniary and military force to restore and
occupy the fort of Shaidulla Khoja.

2. Reserve Treasures: The state” eouncil, on
assiming the charge of the administration, had the
misfortuna of receiving a legacy from the late Govern-
ment in the shapes of heavy arrears due to troops and
the work establishment employed in the civil and public
works department, the treasury was empty,’* and fears
were entertainaed that it would be impossible to admini-
ster the state efficiently without providing funds for
expenditure, Here after it had been customary to
replénish the exchzquer withdrawals from the Riasi
Reserve Treasury, whenever the expenditure fell heavily
on state Finances. But the state council could not
follow this precedent, and it was accordingly resolved
that although past arrears might be paid up by means
of remittances obtained from the Reserve Treasury, all

14. State Council- Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the
Proceedings from Apeil 18, 1889, 1o July 1, 1889,
S,AJ,P. 7. '
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Raja Ram Singh

such withdrawals must be treated in the Finance Acco-
unts as loans repayable within the following two years,
by which time thz state council hoped to recover itself
from their embarrassments.

Accordingly, in Aprjl, 1889 a sum of Rs. 1,50,030/-'
was withdrawn from the Riasi Reserve Treasury for
current expenditure and strict orders were issued to
the provincial Governors to provide funds for future
requirements by converting the existing stock of grains
into money: at prevaling market rates, Again, in order
to ensure the speedy completion »f the Srinagar and
Kohala road and the Jammu water works praject, a
sum of Rs, 4,00,000/- was withdrawn from the accu-
mulated Reserve Investment of Rs. 25 Jakhs in notes
held in trust by the Agra Bank,'® leaving the remaining

two lakhs to be provided out of the ordinary Revenue of
the state.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

This department was under the control of Rai
Bahadur Suraj Kaul, Revenue member of the state
council. This department proposed a number of regu-

15. Siate Counctl, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the

Proceedings from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1889,
S.4.J., P. 7.

16. Ibid.
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Working o/ the Council

lations and circulars of which the following were
passed by the state council :-

1. Regulations for guidance of Municipalities'’ and
bye-Laws there under, '

2, The proclaimation was issued that land is pri-
marily rasponsible for state Revenue, and that no
trancfer cf private right in  such land could operate to
do away with or disturb such security. This was consi-
dered necessary in erder to invalidate contracts
frequently entered into between parties transferring
Revenue paying lands. receiving payment of Revenue
bv the Transferor''®

3. The practice of recovering grain advances from
Zamindars, together with an additional charge of
1/4th of the principle quantity advanced, was disconti-
nued, officers Incharge of grzin depots being at the
same time warned against making private transactions

with villagers for personal gain.'®

17, Stare Council, Kashmir. Quarterly Report of the
Proceedings from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1889,
SAJ., P Il

18. Ibid., P, 14.

19, State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the
Proceedings from April 18, 1889 1o July 31, 1839,
SAJ , P 15
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Raja Ram Singh

4, Considering the facts that actual receipts from
Forests (exclusive of timber supplied to Railway De-
partment) during 1889, amounted only to Rs.
1,28,777/- instead of Rs. 4 lakhs as estimated, the
officer incharge of Forests was suspended, pending 3
thorough enquiry into the accounts and an application
was made to the Res'dent for the services of a trained
Assistant Conservator of Forests, qualified to place
Forest Administration on satisfaciory footingrs?“.

5. To create a well-organised system of accounts
and audit and to appoint an experienced officer, to the
newly created post of Accountant General, the estab.
lishment entertained for recovery and a;cljus‘tment%g;;
outstanding balances was abolished causing a saving
of Rs. 20,160/~ to the state, after paying the salar'y'bf
the above created accounts system.2! '

6. Pandit Mahanand was the Gavernor of Jammu,
having proved himself inefficient, besides being indeb-
ted to the state for Rs. 2,50,000/- which he neglected
to liquidate, was suspended and was replaced by Rai
Bahadur Radha Krishan Kaul on a reduced salary from
Rs. 1,000/- rising to Rs. 1,200/- pending fuither report
on ths quality of his work. A'notice was issued requir-
ing Pandit Mahanand to appear before the Governor

20, Ibid.
21. Ibid.
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Working of the- Council

within a month and show cause why the balance out
starding agairst him could not be recovered.??

7. Certain merchants having complained against
the action of the customs authorities in détaining and
opening packages at Kohala, forthe assessment?® of
customs duty, the following rules were passed :

(a) That, custom duty may be levied on produc-
tion and examination of the copy of the
invoice ‘subject to-the original invoice bBeing
surrendered to- the Srinagar authorities on
receipt of the goods.

{b) That; packages shouid not be examined, except
when there i3 reasaon to suspect false and
erroneous reiurns in the invoice.

(c) That, if goods are found to be in excess cf
the quantity or description borne on the in-
voics, the duty shall be doubled.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

This department was under ths comtrol of Rai

Pahadur Pandit Bhag Ram, who was the: Secretary to

the State Council of the state as well.

22. State Council, Koshmir, Quarterly Report of the
Proceeding from Aprii 18, 1889 to July 31, 1859,
S.A.J., P. 15,

3. Ibid.
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The following references from the Judicial Depart-
mant were disposed off by the state council during tie
time of Raja Ram Singh, the President of the State
Council :-

1. Judicial circular regulating recovery, refund, and
due account of the fine imposed hy Criminal Courts.2?

2. Judicial circulars regarding taking of evidence
and judgements to other matters pertaining to the
trial of civil and criminal cdses.

3. Rules framed by Judicial d=7sartment relative to
prosecutions against Public Servants for offences com-
mitted by them in their official capacity, and proViding
generally for enquiry into the conduct of such servants
and punis ment to ministerial and other ranks.

4. Judicial circulars regulating appeals from
decisions and orders of civil and criminal courts.

5. Regulations for the guidance of courts of small
causes defining the jurisdiction of such courts and pre-
scribing simple rules of practice and procedure.

6, Rules stopping the irregular practice of public
officers, holding moni~s received by them on state

24. State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the

Proceedings from April 18, 1889, to July 31, 1889
S.AJ., P, 17.
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account and on their own authority disbursing these
from contingent and other office expenses and directing

that all such monies should be deposited into the state
treasury.

7. Rules regulating the fnspection of articles of
food and drink and for construction of slaughter houses
within Municipal limits.

8 Rules for inspection of records of subordinate
courts by Judges of Saddar Adalats.

9. Rcles regulating the appointment of Court Ins-
pectors and Deputy Court Inspectors.

These circulars were issued to remedy defects in
the administration as they were brought to light and
have had the effect of eradicating scandals and
abuse to considerable extent 25

10. A question rose in regard to certein civil and

criminal powers exercised by the Jagirdars of Muzaff-
arabad, under His Highness the Maharaja’s lrshad No.

237, dated June 1, 1877 the main objection being, that
though descendeded from ancient Rajas the so-called
Jagirdars had been reduced to the status of peity un-
influential Zamindars and disposed off cases without a
regular office or system of record. The matter was

25, State Council, Kashinir, Quarterly Report of the
Proceedings from April 18, 1889, to July 31, 1889,
S.AJ,P.IS.
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referred to the Revenue Department for a detailed report
after thorough examination of the records, and the
Sanads in the possession of the Jagirdars.?®

11. The question of: extradition had beeéen the
subject of a controversy by reason of the Chief Court
of Punjab having authoritatively declared the rules of
1856 or having been superseded by the Act of 1879.%
it was set at rest by tha Residant’s reply to a reference
made by the state council in which it was determinzd
that the procedure under Act 21 of 1879 had been
snbstituted for the rules of 1856 only in those cases in
which extradition from Kashmir, in which case applica-
tions for surrender might be made still under the.old
rules. ' . '

12. A scheme for the speedy disposal of civil
appeals from the decisions of Sadar Adalats of Jammu
and Kashmir, by making over such cases to an appell-
ate bench composed of the deciding officer and the
provincial Governors, was laid before the council and
sanctioned as regarded Jammu and Kashmir territory for
a period of six months each.

13. The question of final attcstation of registered
deeds of transfer of immovable property, under section
23 of the Kashmir rules, was disposed off by uelegating

26. Ibid., P. 19f
27. Ibid. P. 20.
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the duty to the Prime Minister until any change was
made in the existing rules.

14. The question of appeals from the decisions of
the Judicial member was under consideration, and will

be disposed off when the draft codes of civil and crimi-
nal proceddres Wére tard befcre the state cbuﬁcn

15. With rofefence ta a notice from one Wazira,
threatening to institute a suit in the Jehlum Courts for
recovery of Rupeas sixty, aleged to be duetd him on
a contract for the ccllsction of weod, it was decided
after due enquiry. from the Court.

16. Jay Kishan Munsiff of Srinagar having assautted
one of his subordinate clerk, the state council in consi-
deration of the previous services rendered to the state
by his Tam)ily, overlooked his fault with a severe warning
that a recurrence of such conduct shall be punished by
his summary dismissal.

17. On a complaint of the Judicidt Department
that the Miltary Gourt was im  the. habit of reqfiving
police officers to assist them in collecting money?® and
C., from defaulting judgement-debtors in cases of
execution. of decree, it was decided that.regords and
C., of the military court (which had been sinceabo-

28. State - Counctl, Kashasir, Quarterly Reportof tha
Proceedings from April 18. 1889 toJaly 31, 1889
S.AJ., P.2l,
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lished) should be transferred to the Sadar Courtfe
necessary action uuder rules,

JAILS

Early in April, 1889 the attention of the Counci
was invited to the satisfactory condition of the jails @
Jammu and Srinagar and it was resolved (i) thatan
application be made to the President of the counci
for the services of two trained Jail Daroghas and
(i) that the necessary communication be made witt
the public works department for the construction of
new Jail at Jammu and for making improvement to the
Srinagar Jail.?®

DISPENSARIES
A scheme invloving an annual expe'nditure of Rs.
1,772/- chilkis, for the establishment of a Leper Asylum
at Srinagar, was laid before and considered by the
state council, but affect has not yet peen given to the
proposals made in there and sanctioned, pending tho
selection of a suitable site for the purpose.3°

Owing to the insufficiency of the existing arrange:
ments for dealing with accidents incurred during wor
on the Srinagar and Kohala roads, General-De-Bourbel*

29. State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of 1k
Proceedings from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1869,
S.AJ., P. 22,

30, Ibid.
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proposal for utilizing Doctor M‘Culloch’s services on
payment of a monthly salary of Rs. 200/- including
travelling allowance, was sanctioned.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The construction of a temporary®' Railway station
till the completion of the Tawi Bridge engaged the
attention of the council, the council being of the
opinion that the cost should be as low as possible as
the temporary Railway Station would be rendered use-
less after the completion of the permanent Railway
Station at Jammu. With that view General-De-Hourkel

was requested to devise the cheapest scheme possible
under the circumstances and it was finally decided, in
conference with him, that the temporary station be built
at a distance cf 1/4 miles from the left Bank of the
Tawi River at a cost of Rs. 25,000/- on the understand-
ing that the material shall be utilized on the construct-
ion of the permanent station, the net loss 1o the state
not exceediny Rs. 15,000/-.

On the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, the
purchase of a Ballast Train at a cost of Rs. 20,100/-
was sanctioned, on the understandiog that after six
months a sum of Rs. 10,400/- shall be recovered by

31. State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of ile
Proceeding from April 18. 1889 to July 31,1889,
S.A4.J., P. 25.
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resale of the permanent way train.

Certain proposals for the construction of road an
railway bridge over the Tawk werer considered. in couw
cil, sanction being accorded to the construction of the
road overhead and: railway. beneath: the girders at a cos!

of Rs. 66,500/- but it was not constructed.

" MUNICIPALITIES.

Municipalities were also under this department, the
nomination of the following: members of Municipalitiés
were sanctioned :-

1. Dr. A. Mitra to be President of the Srinagar
Municipality. | |
2. Raj Bhadur Radha Kishan was made: President

of the Jammu Municipality, [t was sanetioned by the:
council under the Presidentehip.of Raja. Ram.Singh2

POST AND TELEGARPH DEPARTMENT

(a) The management of the. Telegraph offices on
Kohala Srinagar road under. construction was entrusted
to the public works department, satisfactory arrange-
ment had been made for the due accounting of Tele_;

graph receipts by the Executive Engineer incharge of
the road. ‘

32. State Council, Kashmir, Quarterly Report of the

Proceeding from April 18, 1889 to July 31, 1889,
S.4J. P. 26,
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(b) A scheme.for the extemsion of Telegraphic
communication from Demel ta Kqhala was sanctioned,
and the Resident was requested to move the Govern-
ment of India to facilitate through communication by
extending their own line from Muree to Kohala.®3

REMOVAL FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

In Juns, 1889 the Mahataja left Srinagar for
Jammu ostensnbly in connection with *Chaubarsi”

ceremony of his father late Maharaja Rantkir Singh, but
in reality as a protest against the treatment meted-out to
him. Raja Ram Smgh also accompamed him (Mahara;a
Partap Smgn) agamst the wish of the Resudent
As Raja Ram’ Smgh was the Pres|dent of the councﬂ
besides being the Ccmmander in-chief of thc state
forces, his absence from the seat of the the Govern-
ment was likely to create Ccifficulties in the working of
the council. Hence the Resident recommended to the
Government of Indla the appomtment of Re|a Rarr
Singh?s as the President of the council of Jammu :nd
Kashmir State. Accordingly. in August 1889 Raja R«m
SingH was removed‘ from the ofﬁce of the President
and'Raja Amar Singh became the new President of the
council of Jammu and Kashmir Sta’te.“G

33, State Council, Kasimir Quarterfy Report of tie
Proceedirgs from April 15, 1889 1o July 31, 188%,
S:4.J.. P. 26.

34. Resident to Foreign Secretary, June 2 2, 1889, Foreign
See. E, No. 70. Progress, August 1889. P. 35.
N A I

35. Ibic.

36. Bam:zai P. N. Kaul. A History of Kashmir.P. 626,
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force of all the three Arms consisting of :-
- 1. Squadrons of Cavalary,

2. Mountain Batteries,

3. Infantry Regiments,
numbering 2656 Combatants, and 225 non Comba-
tants, which was placed at the disposal of the Imperial
Government by the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir
as the State’s contribution towards the defence of the
Indian Empire in 1889-90.7 Two additional Regiments,
locally known as ‘“Raghunath” and Nursing Ramgole
were transferred to the Imperial Service Corps on the
first of January, 18918, with designation of :-

4th Kashmir Rifles,

5th Kashmir Light infantry,
by adding one Junicr Assistant Commandant to each
Regiment to perform the duties of the Quarter-master,.
There were: officers who were on the Supernumerary
list. ‘

After their transfer to Imperial Service, Raja
Ram Singh ordered that in future the following corps
be equiped as under :-

Suraj Gorkhas as Rifle Regiment,
Futeh Sahib Regiment as Infantry Regiment, &
Rudhar Sahib Regiment as Light Infantry®.

[N

7. Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir State, 1889-90,
8. Admin, Rpt, Jammu & Kashmir Staie, 1890-91,
9. Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir Stare, 1897-98.
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posed of experienced officers. Everyone was personally
asked (i) whether he wishad to remain in the service
of His Highness Maharaja on a supernumerary list, or

(i) he wished to retire from the service with a special
gratuity. A large number selected later alternative.
An amount of Rs. 63,929/- was given as gratuity to
the out-going petsons. There remained a proportion
on the supernumerary list also. The total estimated
cost of the superhumerary list for the year 1891 was
Rs. 83,741/-. These reductions saved an amount of
Rs. 1,69,170/-® of the state revenue. Not only this
but each reform that had been introduced was towards
the amelioration of the position of all ranks.

The reduction of the army continued in the
preceeding years also. A revenue of Rs. 42,882/- was
saved in 1890-91% as compared to the earlier yearr.
The number of soldiers was further reduced to 7,516
in 18975 from 9965 in 1892 i.e, in five years. Further
reduction Was made by reducing the existing six
Battallions of Infantry from 600 each to four Battallions
of 702 strong each.®

Another measure of special importance was;the
reorganization and training of the specially selected

Admin. Rpt. Jarnmu & Kashmir State, 1889-90.
Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir Siate, 1890-91,
Admin. Rpt. Jammnu & Kashmir State, 1896-97.
~ Admin, Rpt, Jammu & Kashmir State, 1897-98,

A



RAJA RAM SINGH AND
ADMINISTRATION

Raja Ram Singh brought about many reforms in
the Military Department as long as he remained the
Militaty member of the state council and the comman-
der-in-chief of the stute forces. [t may be said thét the
Salutary affect of these refarms benefittad in a marked

degree. the gcneral finarcial condition of the country,
in other words, the expnndlture reducad to an

annual sum of Rs. 12 lakhs. It ‘was done by. reducmg
the strength of Armed Forces from 22, ’398 (on 31st of

March 1888)to 9,965 (on the 11th April, T890) i.e. a
reduction of 12,433 nien in one and a quarter year.!

To cany out the h‘e‘céésary reduction in the armed
forces, without creating dissatisfation, the cases of the
officers ane!_f gun meén to be termMated were very
carefully enqurred into by a select committes? com-

1. Admin. Rpt of | the Jam';nu & Kashmir, 1889-90,
P, 6:12. ' '

2.. Ibid,



Raja Ram Singh and Admin!stration 37

force of all the three Arms consisting of :-
2. Squadrans aof Cavalry,
2. Mountain Batteries,
3. Infantry Regiments,

numbering 2656 Combatants, and 225 non-Combatants,
which was placed at the disposal of the Imperial Govern-
ment by the Mabharaja of Jammu and Kashmir &s the
State's contribution towards the deferce of the !ndian
Empire in 1889-80.7 Two additional Regiments, locally
known as “Raghunath” and Nursing Ramgole were
transferred to the Imperial Service Corps on the First of
January, 18918, with designation of :=
4th Kashmir Rifles,
5th Kashmir Light Infantry.
by adding one Junior Assistant Commandant to each
Regimaent to perfarm the duties of the Quarter-master.
Th2se were officers who were on the Supernumerary
list.
After their transfer to Imperial Service, Raja
Ram Singh ordered that in future the following coips
- be equipped as under :-
Suraj Gorkhas as Rifle Regiment, ,
Futeh Sahib Regiment as Infantry Regiment, and

Rudhar Sahib Regiment as Light Infantry®.

7. Admin Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir Siate, 1839-90.
8. Admin, Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir State, 1890-91.
9. Admin, Rpt. Janunu & Kashmir State, 1897-98,
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Raja Ram Singh wanted to raise the state forces
to the standard of Imperial forces, A number of ex-
perienced instructions in drill and weapon training
were borrowed from the Imperial forces'® to train the

state forces, New weapons and accessories were given
to. the soldiers. For the recreation, a band for each

brigade was formed by reducing the strength in each
company.'  These Sepoys were  transferred to the
band. The work of transportation’? of the grainto
Gilgit for military use was also undertaken by the
militaty department -in 1890-91, which was previously
done by the civil authorities. The Godowns of grains
were under the civil authorities but Raja Ram Singh felt
it inconvenient and incorporated theseinto his own
- department in 1891.'3

Raja Ram Singh recommended the increase of pay
and famine allowance to' the soldiers, which was
passed by the state council." 'He recommended the
(a) Family pension to the heirs of all, who were killed
in  Chitral, Hunza Nagar and Chilas ca mpaigns
equal to half of the pay of the rank of the deceased, (iJ)
wounded pension, as per scale laid down in Army

10. Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir Stute, 1893-94.

11. Admin, Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir State, 1890-91.
12, 1bid. P. 15,

13. Adnin. Rpt. Jammn & Kashmir State, 1891-92.
14. Admin. Rpt, Jaminu & Kashmir State, 1896-97.
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Regulation of India Vol. !, Part-ll, Para 558, (c) the
grant of_ six months pay of rank in addition to the heirs
or estates of those who were kiiled during the late
Chitral campaign, else where than in Chitral Fort 'S
The state council sanctioned all the recommendations
of Raja Sahib. In April, 1899 when the Kashmir
Chilkis'® was depriciated in value Raja Ram Singh
approached the State Council and since then the Army
was paid in British Ceins. Deductions from their pay
were reduced thereby increase the teke-home salary
of the soldiers. .

Besides the administration of the Army Raja Ram
Singh had taken over the administration of the police
department in 1895-96.'7 Whenever he used to go
out on inspection, he stopped at a number of places
on his way and enquired about the conditions of tie
people He went on an inspection tour on Oct. 22, 1896’
through the Kishan Ganga Valley in which he met with
the officials, common people and their representatives.
He submitted their problems with suitable suggestions
to the state council for their solution. The cogy
of the report was submitted to the state council and to
the Maharaja. The report gave all the facts and figures

15. Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir State, 1896-97, P 10,

16. Kashnir Curiency (Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir
State, 1898-99.

17. Admin. Rpt. Janumu & Kas/mir Srate. 1896-97, P, 25.

18, 1bid.



40 Raja Ram Singh

which Raja Ram Singh observed himself during his
inspection tour from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad through
the Kishen Ganga Valley. He put-forth many matters™
in his report. as follows :

(a) That the Tehsildar of Utter Machipura made
- efficient anmangements for affecting a passage
over the snow clad passes of Kasdoni and
Kachhal because there was no other passage

- %0 go.

{b) That the Tehsildars, Lala Kahan Chand and
Hazari Lal who improved the roads in their
area, so a- to make them fit for trandport ani-
mals. Lala Kahan Chand in particular deserved
credit for their exertions in eausing the country
to be opened out to outward traffic,

(c) That in his opinion it would be gracious act
on the part of the council to recognize the service of
the three officials by granting them c¢ommendatory
Parwanas. ‘

(d) That the Guzzar tribes of Lolab Valley and the

people of the Kishen Ganga Valley comp-
lained :-

(i) That the Forest boundries are being drawn
close to their pastures and cultivation

19. Kashmir State Council, Proceedings of a Meeting ¢
Jammu and Kashmir, February 13, 1897.
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()

(9)
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(ii) That they are not allowsd to gether fuel
from the forasts adjoining their vilages, and
are being put to epperssion of sorts.
(iii) That they are not given any timber at
all for their houses.
That owing te the isolated position of the
Kishen Ganga Valley and its remeoteness from
the Headquarters it is seldem visited by local
Inspecting Officars, has resuitad the disputes
and grievances of the people are genazrally [2ft
unattended.
There wer’e certain rent-free grants of land
amounting in the aggregate to Rs. 1,315/-
enjoyed by the pople of Karnah, which have
since been commuted to cash payment pay-
able out of the Dharmartk funds.
The receipients comprising obd men and
women coutd hardly be expected to travel all
the way O receive payment of their shares
which average’ about Rs. 6 or 6 per head.
Their eormplaint was reasonable and ought to
be remedied as soon as possibie.
There was no open space left round tha forts
at Sharda, Karnah post For purpos? of parade.
Raja Ram Singh had noted down his proposal
on the mip, but at the canz twe, aiked
the council to degide finady ¢he area which
should be set apart for the purpose.
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(h)

Raja Ram Singh

The Hospital Assistant attacked to his camp
noticed the prevalence of fever of a severe type
in Darwa, where no medical help was near at
hand.

(i) The people of the valley generally complain
of being inadequately paid for forced labour
exacted from them as carriers,

Raja Ram Singh made the following suggestions?°

to remove ihe above mentioned problems of the people
and officials serving in that far flung arca :

"

(ii)

(iii)

He suggested th t the Parwanas be granted to
those three officials (Tehsildar) who were
serving there. The state council granted the
Parwanas recommended by Raja Ram Singh.

Raja Ram Singh suggested that the state
council should make free concession of timber
to the Sharda?' people on the scale in force
in Kashmir. The state council forwarded this
m-~tter to the Conservator of Forests for
necessary action,

He was greatly impressed by the service of
the Tehsildars of that area and recommended
the increase in their pay.

20. Jammu & Kashmir State Council,

Proceeding of

February 13, 1897.
21. A place near the Jehlum Valley.
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(w) He suggested that it was of the very great
‘importance that the countryside should be
visited by the Wazir-Wazarat and Tehsildar, at
least, once a year The area of the tract ex-
tend over about 102 miles and considering
the inconvenience and expenses involved. it
was essential that the pay of the Tehsildar of
Karnah should be raised.

(v) The Cominander-in-Chief suggested that an
amount of Rs. 1,315/- be placed at the dis-
posal of the Tehsildar at Karnah for disburse-
ment to the grantees on the spot. State
Council made this request to the Dharmarth
trust for the suggestion of Raja Ram Singh.

(vi) He also suggested that a Branch Hospital
should be opened at Darwa becaus<e the
people of this place were suffering from severe

type of fever.

(vii) The Commander-in Chief of the state force
also suggested that the local authorities should
be called upon to explain why the order of
the council prohibiting impressment of Begar
coolies have not been carried out.

The state council paid his earnest consideration to

the : uggestions made by Raja Ram Singh. The state

ccuncil thanked the Commander-in-Chief for the
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valuable suggestions to improvae the administration of
the different departments of the Government wiich

could improve the living of the people.

He came out with the recammendation that the
Military expenditure would be reduced in such a way
that the total expense incurred would be in proportion

to the total revenue of the state, which woud make
easy for the finance depaitment to make both ends
meet.

Raja Ram Singh's father Maharaja Ranbir Singh
bestowed?® the Jagir of Ramnagar on his son in 1877,
when he was in his infancy, and had no interference in
the administration of the Jagir. On!y the revenue of the
Jagir was collected and spent on his nourishment.

In 1886, when Ramnagar had come into the
hands of Raja Ram Singh a fresh settlement was made,
after rough measurement of the cultivated unassigned
lands only, the new demand being Rs. 1,06,370/- as
campared to Rs. 1,07,960 made in the settlement by
Lala Amir Chand in 1928,23 (1872 A.D.)

This settlement of 1886 was distinguished amongst
the summary, settlements carried out in the state a5
being one which resulted in a reduction of the demand,

22.  Assessment Rpt. of Ramnagar Tehsil, Distrid’
Udhampur, 1912. |

23. Ibid.
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demand, though it was not a large reduction. He found
that the condition of the state was not satisfectory by
the settlement of 886, a new settlement operatian
was talen up in 1893 which announced a new assess-
ment of revenue of Rs. 1.20,204/-. This assessment
did not remain in force and was cancelled in 1901
soon after his death. Raja Ram Singh paid his due
attention towards other public roncerns like roads
which linked his Jagir with the parts of the state. He
repaired the old roads by constructing small bridges
over nutlahs.
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RAJA RAM SINGH AS
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
OF THE STATE FORCES

Raja Ram Singh was appointed Commander of th
state forces by his father during his life time.? Aftel
the death of his father, his elder brother Maharajs
Partap Singh became the ruler of Jammu and Kashmi
State. He appointed Ram Singh as Army member if
his council along with the Command of the statt
forces i. e. Commander-in-Chief of state forces in
18872,

In April, 1882 when the new council was frame
at the initiative of the British Government of Indi
Raja Ram Singh was appointed President of the
- council. He also kept the charge of military departmen
under his control. and worked in the office of th

1. Hasmat Ullah Khan, Tarikh Ja.nmu, P. 73.
2. Admin. Rpt. Jammu & Kashmir Sate, 1889. S.A.J.,
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Commander-in-Chief of the Jammu and Kashmir State
. forces? Even after his removal in August, 1889 from
,‘ the office of the President of state council, he remained
incharge of the Army department and Commander-in-

Chief of state forces.+

LIEUTENANT COLONEL IN THE IMPERIAL TROOPS.

In December, 1888 Lord Duffrin before handing
over the charge to his successor Lord Lansdowne,
announced an agreement on a plan under which the
states which had particularly “good fighting” material
would raise a portion of the Army to such a pitch of

\ general efficieney as will make them fit to go into
action side by side with the Imperial Troops.® It was
envisaged that the maintenance of these forces would
be on an entirely voluntary basis. These troops
would be recruited from among the people] of the
states and they would be officered by Indians. The
large cumbersome armies maintained by the rulers
could be reduced in size to small compact
bodies of well-trained, highly disciplined men who
3. State Council, Quarterly Report of Proceedings [from

April 1889 to August 1889, S.A.J.

4. 1bid.
5. Palit Maj. General D.K., Jammu & Kashmir Arms,
History of the JAK Rifles, P. 69,
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would be regularly paid and who would be liable to
serve outside their states when the need arose. The
British Government of India offered to modernise the
equipments and to send British officers to the state to
train the men to ensure uniformity of standard with the
British Army.

The Jammu and: Kashmir state provided- the largest
contingent of Imperial Services troops consmutmg one
mixed brigade at Jammu cantonment one squadron of
Kashmir Lancers, first and second Jammu and Kashmir
mountain Batteries grouped together into the Impérial
Service Artillery and the Raghu Pratap, the Bodyguard
and the Ragunath Infantry Battallions.

" The Jammu and Kashmir Army were unique in
contributing a unit to the Imperial SerwcesArtlllery 6
The composition of the Jammu and Kashmir (JAK)
contingent of Imperial Service Troops included
Gotkhas, although, they were not tl‘e native residents
of the s1ate. They were 2llowed to continue because
they had been employed in the JAK Army since the
middle of the ninteenth Century. Purbias an-d'Pathans,
were also recruited into the JAK forces until the Imp--
erial Service troops were formed. Thereafter thej

were replaced by the Dcgras, Sikhs and Muslims .
the state.’

4

6. Palit, Maj General D.K., Jammu and Kashmir Arms

Hisron of the JAK Rifles, P. 70,
7. Ibid, P. 70, lfes 7
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The Gorkhas were ongmolly enlisted in the Suraj
Gorkha Battalion (Present 4 JAK Rifle) raised in 1849
at Jammu. Later this unit became all Ccgra cre erd
the Gorkhas were enlisted in the Bodyguard and the
Ragunath (lInd and !llrd JAK Rifles) Battalions. They
were designated for services in Gilgit as part of the
Imperial service troops. The Gilgit Brigade served on
a rotation basis, ona Infantry Bettalion ard a moun-
tain Battery from the force allctted to Imgerial Service
troops ‘maintained the Garrison at Gllglt

On January 1, 1660 4th JAK and 5th JAK
Kashmir Light Infantry were added to the Imperia!
troops. Fourth JAK then consisted of 3 ccmpanies of
Dogras and 3 companies of Gorkhas. S5th Light In-
fantary composed of 2 companies of Dogras, 2
companies of Gorkhas and 2 companies of Jammﬁ
Muslims These were armed with the short and long
snlper Rifles |ssued in 1€89 and 1877 respectively.

When the state Government supplied the above
mentioned state forces {o the Imperial Service troops
of the Government of India, the latter conferred on the
Commander-in-Chief oi Stete forces, Raja Ram Singh,
the Hony, Rank of Lieutinant Colq. el in the Imperial
Seivice Troops of British India in July, 1891.%

8. C. 8. Old English Record, File No. 5 of 1896,
S:A.J.,
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INSIGNIA OF THE COMPANION OF BATH ‘C.B.”

The tribes of North-West Frontier had been crea-
ting pro;blems for the state rulers since a long time.
Many a times tribes surrendered themselves to the
state rulers but revolted again and ag3in whenever
they received help and support from across the frontier,
since the time British Government had his oftice in
Kashmir she paid her special attention to this area. The
British Government of India along with the state forces
made following expeditions to capture the territories
of the following tribes in the North-West Frontier :-

Humza, Nagar, Chilas, Chitral etc.

for which the British Government of India awarded
Raja Ram Singh with a number of Badges of Honour.

HUMZA AND NAGAR

The states of Humza and Nagar had accepted the
suzerainty of the ruler of Jammu and Kashmir state,
Maharaja Ranbir Singh but their inaccessibility preclu-
ded the firm control by the Kashmir ruler. Although
populated by the same clan® and speaking the same
language, Humza and Nagar were persistant rivals and
would unite only in the face of an alien threat. lsolated
by vast mountain ranges which encircles the states, the
people of Humza and Nagar maintained their inde-

9. Yashkun race.



Commander-in-Chief 51

pendence with occasional submission to the rulers of
Gilgit and later to Kashmir. The two states separated
by a river which. flows between them. Of the two
states Humza was the more important. Cultivation
was limited by the scarcity of arable land. Unable to
rely on their resources the people of Humza had
survived by plundering the Carvans Crossing the passes
petween Central Asia and India.'"® Humza also cont-
rolled the vital passes leading to the Pamirs and had
developed a fearful reputation among the merchants
wha trsvarsad that area. Slave track was another
lucrative business in Humza as the area to the north
was unpopulated The ruler of Humza himself often
direcied his people in pillaging and kidnapping. The
state was reasonably prosperous and the inhabitants

were energetic, brave and aggressive.

By contrast the people of the adjacent stete of
Nagar were more docile, Cultivation w.cs extensiie,
irrigation facilities were wide spread, Forest and Crops
production was good. Satisfied within their own bor-
ders the people of Nagar were less aggressive and

10. F M. Hussain, Gilg;t, The Northern Gate of India,
Published by Sterling Publishers, Pvt, Ltd. New Delhi,
1978, P, 8-10, also Palit, Maj. General D.K.. Jamnu
& Kashmir Arms, A History of JAK Rifles.
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warlike than those of Humza.'

These two states had been brought under the
suzerainty of Kashmir during Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s
tme and accepted the rule of Agency when it wes
set up. They were accordingly paid an annual subsidy
of Rs. 2,000/-'2, Butin 1891 ‘The frontier was much
excited by the military promenade of the Russian on
the Pamirs’’, the Chiefs revolted and marched at the
head of their forces to capture the strategic fort of
Chalt. Colonel Durand., the polifical agent at that
time, however, fore stalled them by occupying the fo:t
aind the Humza - Nagar forces withdrew. Colonel
Durand commanding a force of the Dogra and Gorkha
soldiers Iaunched @, strong assault on the breastwcrk
which the tribes men had thrown up for the defence
of thelr fort ovetgoking the Nilt Nullah.® It was by
a clever strategem and personal bravery of the scldiers
that the Sangars were overcome and the enemy posi-
tion was captured. The state forces under General
Suram Chand bore the brunt of the fighting and so
did the state exchequer, the expenditure involved in

11. F.M Hussain, Gilgit, the Northern Gate of India,
P. 9.

12. Ibid.
13. Bamzai P.N. Kaul, The History of Jammu &

Kashmir, P. 684. Sangars : Breast work Jor defenc
purposes.
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carying this comdiign to a  sucsassful conclusion on
December 26, 1891 - “Mumaza Nagar Rajas made their
submission” and about 700 soldiers of the Raghu
Pattap Bodyguard and the Artillery under Kumedar
Hazara Singh were distributed among the forts in
Humza and Nagar.

In recognition of the fine efforts of the JAK
forces, the Maharaja presented a Bronze Medallion to
all those wha partlcnpated in 'Humza-Nagar expendi-
tion't4

CHILLAS

. ‘South of the states of Humza and Nagar was the
belligerant state of Ghilas strad dting the kndus River-as
it flows westwards out of Gilgit. No sooner had the
JAK forces end their British over lords settled matter
in the.far north than. a deputation arrived. in. Kashmir
fom_-Gor. In the very near. vicinity of Chilas there was
a tiny state or Gor towords: its aarth. This tiny -state
was always under the-thraat.of Chilasis aggressivenesa.
In fagt, thete wete three sma!l stetes to .the northy of:
Indus in. Chilas- regian, Gor, the smallest; Darek and-
Tamgir had -periocically suffered in *the Chilasy raidy:
bewucen Astor and'Kashmir.proper. In the 1850%s:as.
recountad earlier, Gideb Singh's. forces had attacked

4. Pali Mﬂ] Gensral D.K, wau& Kasbmu Arm;,
History of the JAK Rifle, P.'78 - L
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Chilas and forced its surrender, the Chilasis had accep-
ted the suzeramty of Kashmir state but had not
renounced their belhgerancy Of the three threatened
states Tangur was a tnbutary of Yasin and thus was
tied to Kashmur through Yasin's dependence on Kashmlr
while Darel had submitted to Kashmir Darbarin 1866
pad vyearly tributes and sent hostage to. the ruer.
Gor, already a tributary of Kashmir, was a group of
wllage forts perched thousands of feet above the Indus
near Bunji. Docile people of Gor shrank from involve-
ment in any conflict and chose to align themselves
openly with Kashmir.’s In response to their call for
help a detachment of 50 men of the Bodyguard and
Punyali levies were despatched to Gor.

‘Chilasi reaction to the move was iminediite. As
the "JAK forces reached the Chilasi border, they were
attacked. In retaliation Chilas was burnt; but the JAK
forces were then besieged in a village fort at Thalpen.'

- The attacks: on the JAK forces -besieged in
Thalpen  -continuzd - for several days and included
one vigourous -assault by some thousands of Tribes
men. However, the forces held their position and then
sallied out of the fort with about 80 men and routed
the enemy. By then reinforcement from Gilgit began
to arrive. and state forces.soon distinguished : them-

15, Palit, Maj. General DtK., Janmu & KaJhmir Arms,
A History af JAK Rifle. P. 79.
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selves by clearing a force ten times to its own size
- from a nearby. hill at the point of the bayonet. The
JAK -forces then installad itself in Chilas, shifted the
lines of communication to the more accessible south
and army was reinforced by 300 men of the Body-
guard. A line of posts was then established between

. Banji and Chilas and the Kashmir Government was
committed in retaining control over this turtuent
area.

In 1893, however, it was leamnt that a vast uprising
of the tribes of the upper Indus valley and Kohistan

- was being organised. The forces of Darel, Tangir and
Chilas also planned to join in the concerted attack on

the Chilas Fort.

~ On April 27, 1893 the Resident in Kashmir asked
‘Raja Ram Singh for aid in the form of troops from the
Imperial Services and the other state forces at the
state’s disposal.’® |

‘ Raja Ram Singh replied to the resident that the
Ragu Partap Regiment of 500 men was available for
immediaté despatch. He 'a_lso said that the Raghubir’s
turn was to proceéd on leave but was postponed.
No. | Mountain Battery could also be sentif the
Government of India made the arrangements of mules
for which he had consulted with Captain Duncan per-

[ ——

I6. C.S. Oid English Record, File No, 3 of 1893, S A.J.
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sonally.'” Réja Ram Singh &lso offéred to - go with his
troops. But the Resident thanked Raja Ram: Singh for
his offer white dissuading him from actually doing so.
1t was not lohg before thefirst move was ‘made
by the enemy. The tribes men'mounhted a détermined
surprise attack on Chilas Fort ore night, but they‘were
quickly vepuised and pursued into the v'ifl‘age. How-
ever the state forces save up the pursuit when two of
their men were killed and an officer was wounded, the
party withdrew. The next morning-a force of 150 mz2n
attacked the village in which the enemy was strcpjly
entrenched and heavy fighting continued until midday
when the erate forces withdrew. Three officers, Adju-
tant Nain Singh, Subedar Man Singh,  Subedar Bir
Singh and 22 men had been killed and one officer,
Jamadar Nathoo and 2& men were wounded. Sporadic
fire continued throughout the day but no further

attack was mounted. By the next morning the enemy
withdrew from the village, leaving 120 men dead 8.

Cihlas was then reinforced with more infantry
and two guns of Fitst JAK Mountain Battery, Its
position on the East flank of the Gilgit - Kashmir road

17. C.S. Old English Record, Fite:No. 3 of 1893, S.AJ,
{ A vélegréim No. 66 dated April 28, 1893. from Raja
Ram Singh C-in-C to the Resident).

18. Palit, Maj. General D.K., Jaininu & Kashmir Arms,
A History of JAK Rifle, P. 80,
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made it if considerable strategic impcitance and It
éffectively barrad the way to any incursions from the
West. o

 The'Bodyguard Regiment (Second JAK Rifle) was
highly commended for its work in this operation and
‘Ueatenant Maberly, a British Officar present &t the
attion ststed, *I have only the highest praise for the
sepoys of Bodyguard Regiment inthe ' Garrison here,
whoBhowed e gieatest courage and: bahaved sfhend-
idly throughout”” Subsequently, Jamadar Gian-8ingh
ad sixnother Sepoys .of ‘e REgifvent Weré ‘Qawarded
‘the order of Mert Class |1 -for gallantry in 'this
Speretion. L e

The British Government of India was very impress-
8By ¥he courage and co-operation of the state Force |,
and the Commander-in-Chiéf of the state forces. The
British Government of India informed Maharaja Partap
Singh to present a Badge of honour of the works of
~companion of Bath '‘B.C.” to Lieutenant Colongl Raja
"Ram Singh and :a,ske_d to arrange to perform the cere-
mony after the 20th of May, 1893."® _
The Durbar- for the presefitation of the T B. Badge

was held on May 24, 189320 the Birthday of her

——

19. C.S, Old English Record, File No. 72 of 1593. SAJ.
20. Ibid.
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Majesty Queen Victoria as proposed by the Maharaja
and h|s council. [Investiture was made at the day time
and the dlnner followed by the dlsplay of fire work.

Celebration of her majesty’s birthday was given as usual
‘atnight. On this occasion Raja. Ram ,Singh ‘CB.”
delivered a speech in thanks to the Queen Victaria and
the British Goygrnment of India.2' Text of the speech
. is glven m AR

 THE HONQUR OF KNIGHT COMMANDER OF BATH
(K.C.B.). g :
The state forces under Raja Ram Singh as their
Commander-in-Chief - distinguished themselves in the
Humza-Nague and Chilas campaigns on the Gilgit
Frontier.  The British Government of India who was in
worry of the events on the north western fromiers of
" India which were moving very fast, T‘he_ British were
_anxious to isolate Afganistan,?2 which had leanings to-
wards Russia. The relation between Afghan énd
Chitral were no good for the reason that the Afghans
wanted to invade and conquer Chitral. Accordmgly.
the Viceroy was anxious to secure an indirect control

over the Hindukush through the Maharaja of Kashmir
who was asked to send his forces once more.23

21, Ibid.

22. I;.A%3Hassain, Gilgit, The Northern Gate of India,

23, 1bld. p. 65.
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CHITRAL
Chitral was a small state situated on the North West
. hrontier of Gilgit just beneath the Afghanistan, Russia
~ and Chinese Turklstan, on the left bank of River Yash-
~ kun, On the opposite side was Yasin. |
The earhest records avail _ble shows that since the
year 1864, the Mehtar of Chitral, Amam-ul-Mulk
used to send his Nazrana through his representative
(someumus his brother, Makhmul Shah) to the Maha-
rsja of Jammu ' and Kashmir.2 In 1876, the Mehtar
appeared to have approached the Maharja, with a view
| to §eek' his protection against the threatening attitude
‘of Afghanistan. As a result of the protection an
| aéfeement was made to pay the tribute in 187735

Upto the year 1892 the Mehtar of Chitral regularly

' paid the arnual tribute fixed by the Agreement of
187725, When in late August 1892 the Mehtar of

Chitral, Aman-ul-Mulk died, affairs in Chitral took a

grave turn. The relative stability of his reign was shat-

tered by a long - and complicated struggle for power.

The elcest son Nizam-ul-Mulk, seized power, murdered

his many brothers who threatened his rule and set off

4. Ibid. p. 45. . _

4. FM, Hacsam, Gilgit, The Noithern Gate of India.
p. 57. S

6. Jbid.
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for Yasin te eliminate the last contender. Nizamul-
Mulk fled to.. Gilgit after a feeble fight and Afzul-ul-
Mulk returned to Chitral, proclaimed himself Mehtar
and was recognised by.the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir, Within two months, however, his uncle,
Sher-Afzal, who after an unsuccessful attempt to seize
power from his brother earlier, had been exiled to
Afghanistan, returned to Chitral, massed considerable

Sprau and appeared - outside the Chitral Fort with his

force. Umaware of-the danger, Afzal. went to investigate:
the.crowd at tha gate and. was. murdered. Sher-Afzal
proclaimed. - himself -Mehtar and was. accepted. by the
people of Chitral. The Jammu and Kashmis,. however,
did not recognise his.tule and.in.anticipation of conflict,
nioved 250 men, two guns anJd 100 levies to Yacin to
strengthen Western Gilgit and Yasin.??

" Nizam-ul-Mulk, Finally mustering up courags set
out for Chitral from his refuge.in Gilgit. - As:he entered
Chitral, be ‘easily amassed support, including. a force-of
1,200 men sent by Sher-Afzal to repulse:him; and
quickly ¢~ptared two forts. . Sher Afzal fled beck inte
Afghanistan: arnd Nizamul-Mulk.. bz2came. the.. Mehtar
of Chitral and was recognised by the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir. Unfortunately,‘ on Jenuary 1.

57. Palit, Maj. General D.K.; J&K .Arms, ‘The History of
JAK Rifle p, 81.
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1895 this ally wgs murdered by his step-btother
- Amin-ul-Mulk, 4rd the Jammu and Kashmir Gavern-
ment again sought to counter any conflict by reinfgre-
ing the fort at Mastu;, with 100 men, a part of 4 JAK
and 6 Kashmrr Lrght Inf’antry The Garnson at Chitral
consrstmg of only 320 men of 4 JAK under General

Baj Smgh and 100 Bntush Soldrers under Capt C.P.
Ca,ml;_e__l prepared jts defence and augmented its

sypplias.

At this juncture Umra Khul'l a Chief of Jandal State
IUSt South of Chrtral mvaded hlS nelghbourlng state
! OStensrbly, to support Amrr ul- Mulk but actually in the

hODe of annexing Chitral to his own territory whrch had
been founded by 1ust opportunist ventures. Wlth 3 000

men Umra Khan crossed the snow laden 10, 000 feet
Lowa.la pass and at frrst was effectlvely opposed by
the Chrtralrs However Iacrqng in resolute leadership.
they soon succumbed and Umra-Khan qurckjy captured
the fort *‘Kila Drosh’* in the Southern Chitral, making it
tbe base for future operation. In Feburery, 1896 Sher-
Atral reappeared from Afghanistan and alligned him-
saif with Umra-Khan at Killa-Darosh.2® ¥his afliance

\
8. Baliy, Maj. General DK., Jammu & Kashmir Arms,

The History of JAK Rifle, p. 82,
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drew immediate support from the local population and
aided by the invading Arms. Sher Afzal marched on
Chitral Fort where the JAK and British forces were
already positioned.

On March 3, 1895 at about 4.30 P.M., General
Baj Singh received information that Sher Afzal was
marching towards Chitral with a large force. A party
of 200 men of the 4 JAK was despatched to the
numerous small villages in the cultivated area that
extended some three miles down the village. The men
scattered and the main party ultimately encountered
enemy forces outside a village. Both General Baj
Singh and Major Bhikam Singh were killed in action
and further attempts were abandoned.?® The Jammu
and Kashmir forces gradually withdrew to the fort after
the enemy had claimed the lives of two officers and
22 other ranks. Twenty eight other ranks were wound-
ed. Subedar Badrinar Singh Silwal (later Major) and
twelve others were awarded the Indian order of Merit
for this action.

Then commenced a forty seven day seize of Chitral
Fort. The British political Agent at Gilgit, Sir George
Robertson was among the beseiged, as he had been
on tour of Chitral atthat time. News of the routs of

29. Palit Maj. General D.K., Jammu & Kashmir Arms,
A History of the JAK Rifle, p. 82,
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the JAK forces reached Srinagar and Calcutta by March

\ 7, 1895 and plans were made for operation against

Umra Khan from Gilgit to Peshawar. Communication
with Chitral fort was being served and the line of
letreat of the JAK forces was cut off. On March 14,
dmessage was sent to Umra Khan directing him to
withdrew from Chitral at once, failing which by April 1,
he would be attacked.

The Government of India ordered the mobifisation
of Division No. | under Major General Sir Robert Low
in Peshawar but before it moved, it was learnt that a
JAK detachment enroute to Chitral had been slaughte-
red (One officer and 56 men out of a total of 71) 3¢
In addition, in the fighting at Reshum on March 7, a
small party of JAK Rifle under Subedar Dharm Singh
was surrounded and annihilated while defending a
position. Recommendationé for the bravery of the
JAK forces were forwarded to the Government of India
and Government of Jammu and Kashmir by Lieutenaent
S M. Edwards the British Officer present there. Finally,
commusnication with the JAK forces in the Mastuj fort

was made.
The counter attack called for the Ist Division,

30. Palit, Maj. General D.K., Jamu & Kashuir Arois,
A History of JAK Rifle, p. 83.
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(Some 15,000 strong and all supperting arms) to move
as quickly as possible from the south and -attack Umra
Khan from the rear. Simultaneously, a force was to
move from Gilgit in a wide circle through Mastuj and
enter Chitral from the North East. Lieuwtenant Colonel
J.G. Kelly, the officer Commanding 32 Pioneers aad
the senior militaty officer in Gilgit, was placed in
command of the operation in the Gilgit Area. He had
the entire Gilgit Garrison at his disposal but was reluc-
tant to move with the Whole force because many small
stated in the region had only recently been subdued:
and the possibility of widespread revétt wad
greatv Three thousand men were, therefore. positioned
in the frontler regions, the bulk of which consisted of
thrée battallions of Kashmir lnfaﬂ‘try of GUb meh each
and the Ist JAK Mountain Battery

All alorg the 220 miles long route from Gilgit to
Chitral, which crosses some passes as high as 12 400
feet, local tribes were in rebelllon and threatened the
passage of the calumn. !t was learnt too, that Mastuj
was now under seize. The physical hardshlps for the
men were many, tracks were dangerously narrow,
transport was scarce and the men moved without tents.
Snow sé&verely impeded théir movement since the
mules could not negotiate the dzep snaow, men
often volunteered to carry the weapons themsélves. A
party of 400 men of the 4 JAK assisted in this effort
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t0 cross the treacherous Sandhur Pass. Snow blindness
bitter cold, exhautien and lack .. of water combined to,
make this anv almost un-endutable - maroh.

The battle lasted for the momtivs of Agril and Mw
till the forces of Umra Knan had been withdrawn from

Chitral to |mpede the pragress of the Ist Division
from Peshawar. The Chitralis were defeated by that

force at the battle of Malakand
With. the defeat of the Umra Khan, the conflict in
Chltral'ended The JaK relief colufmn earned pralse
and apprecvatlon from no iess a pﬂrson than Oueen
Victoria herseff” as well as from the commander in-
chief of Indla who partuCulaHy néted the extra ordinary
« achidvements of the state forces in crossmg the deep
snow with haavy equupmehté The Goverament of
,lndfa granted six months pay of r‘an‘k 6 aft officers and
men who partlcupated in ‘the exped“twn Tweénty
four class | order of merit and one Class Il merit were
issued by the Government of India and awards to the

JAK forces persoennls,
When the Chitral campaign was over, the British

Inclian Government asked Maharaja Partap Singh to
arrange a ceremony in which the Chitral medals could

be distributed.:! To honour and prize the Commander-
in-Chief of state forces, Raia Ram Singh the British
Govarnmant granted him the honour of K.C.B. along

—

31. C.S. old English Record, File No. 113 of 1895, S A:J.
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medals to a few others of the state forces. The func-
tion of presentation of this honour was celebrated on

the same day, the 18th of January, 1897 at Jammu
fixed for the distribution of medais.32

The medal distribution function was celebrated
according to the military tradition under the order of
Raja Ram Singh Commander-in-Chic¢f state forces. The
Chitral medals were distiibu‘ed ty His Highness
Mabharaja Partap Singh and the honour of K C.B. was
presented to Raja Ram Singh ji by a British representa-
tive Colonel Sir Adelbert Talbot, the Resident in Kashmir
on behalf of the Imperial majesty the Queen Empress. '
Raja Ram Singh delivered a speech in thanks to the
British Government for the K.C.B. and the Chitral
medals seﬁarately on tne same day.38 The contents of
the speech is given in Appendix lil.

31. Ibid.
33, C.S. Old Fnglish Record, File No. 113 of 1896, S,4.J.
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CREMATION AND DEATH CEREMONIES.

Raja Ram Singh passed away in the prime of his
life on the 22nd day of June, 1899 at 7°00 P.M. at
Srinagar.! He died of heart failure. The Army and

 Government of Jammu and Kashmir sufferred an irre-
pairable loss in the death of their beloved Commander-
} in-Chief. His loss was deeply mourned by the ranks
' and file alike. On Ram Singh's untimely demise, his
younger brother Raja Amar Singh took over the charge
of Commander-in-Chief of the state forces on July 22,
18992, on whom His . Highness  the Maharaja in
Council had since formally conferred the rank?® of a

[ —

1, C.S. Old English Record, File No. 129/R-11, of 1898,
Also Ver. Record File No. 1111 of 1990, S A.J.
Sufi G.M.D., Kashmir, P. 812,

2. Admin. Rpt. Jammu and Kashmir State, 1898-99,
S A,J.

3. Ibid.
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General of Jammu and Kashinir state forces.

The cremation caremony of Raja Ram Singh was
pgtformed according to the Hindu Rajput traditions.
The army of the state gave a guard of honour to their
beloved Commander, and the band mourned his death

by a sad turnning.* The ashes were collected and sent
to Hardwar by train to be immersed in the holy

Ganga.5 After hgyaar Barkhi® (fitst death anniversary)
was performed according to the royal family traditions.
All the formalities of Chhaj and Danpatar’” were
performed. The  Charscala cere}nbny' (fourth
death-  anniversary was held on June 8
1903 at Jemmus.® Tre state Ccuncil sanctioned
Rupees seventy thousand® for %his purpose. It was
directed to draw this amount in instalments ‘of Rupees
fifteens thovusand, Rupees Twenty five thousand and
Rupees thirty thousand respectively. The entire amount
was pot spent. The actual expenditure on s

4, C.S. Old English Record, File No. 65 of 1899, S.A.J;

5.  1bid.

6. C.S. Old English Record, File No. 65 of 1899, S.A4.J.

7. Chhaj & }Dang_dllar - G‘odq’s, givento the BFG/.‘/I‘I(IHS oh
the fourih death anhﬁ_‘ersaly.

8. C.S.Old English Record File No. 188-40 of 1902,
S.A4.J.

9. Ibid.
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Charadie carsmony was: - Rupaes sixty - nina. thausand,
e hundred: and- sifhey-five-daly, which meant sading
of Rupees Fevenhundred & fifteol?o. Widter Miis, the ars-
ual Sharad ceremony was performed, as ritual, every
yeorin: tive- moritk of Septembes snd exgeediture for
this,was. met aut from: the state treagury, . = ...
When alt the-early Htuat‘cerermnoriies of the: debhi-
ted' soul were oven Mufiars]a-Perfe Singht prlopesed in'
he meeting of state Council’ that & Banradh'* (Tomit) of his
yaunges brather, Raja Ram Singh. would be coostructed
tocormmemeatsde: his brevery and statesmamship, The:
State-acuncil qrderad the, public works. department to
‘prepare . an - estimate for.the constiuction. work af
Sagagh,. ; The: public works.department. pjeparad an
‘_estimate on which the state GQowernment, sanctioned.
an amount of Rupees thirty seven thousand, four hund-
‘ted and eighty two.'2  The Smadhi of Raja Rem Singh
was;‘coﬁgtrﬁcfpﬂ in Ram Begh besides the Smadhi of
‘Maharaja Gulab Singh ™ A well was also constructed

S

10. Ibid. |

. C.S. 0ld English Record File No. 58(S-16 of 1900,
SAJ, | , : -

12. C.S. Old English Record, File No.58/R-16 of 1800

SAJ
13, Ibid,
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in the compound of the Smzdh at a cost of Rs. 678/-"
The Smadhi of his farther Maharaja Ranbir Singh stand
already - constructed at Jammu in the Ragunath
Temple B _
The Prithistha ceremony of the smadh took place
as usual on Junec 3, 1914.'¢ A number of people
visited this place on that.day. Maharaja. Panap Singh

also visited the Samadhi of his younger brother in the
evening and paid homage to him.!?

All the arrangements of the ceremony were made by tre
Dharmarth Trust of Jammu and Kast.:mir State but the
State Government paid an amount of Rupees fifteen
thousand, three hundred and nitny five (Rs. 15,394/-)¢
to the Dharmarth Trust for the Prithistha ceremony
and tho maintenance of the smadb. '

HIS PROPERTY.

Raja Ram Singh died without having a male chi'd
and left no Testamentary disposition of his propeity.
Therefore, the staie Government on the suggestion of

14. 1bid,

15. Ibid.

16, C.S. Old English Record. File No. 26/D-78 of 1914,
S.4.J. :

17. Ibid.
18, Ibid.
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the British Resident in Kashmir locked theo uter palaces

at Jammu and Ramnagar in which his moveable
properties were lying so thathis servants and Ranis

could not misuse them.'> Raja Amar Singh, the Vice-
President of the state council, conveyed this suggestior
to the Governor of Jammu and Tehsildar of R‘éhnagar
respectively.2° As regard the moveable bfoperty at

Srinagar, which were alleged to be comparatively of no

considerable value. His Highness had given an arder
for the preparation of an inventary by the officials of

the late Raja and all the things (including houséhold
furniture) was packed and sen: back to Jamru. His
Highness did not consider it necassary and d :sirable to
keep the Srinagar property under locks in that circum-
stances of sorrow.?'

The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir informed the
Resident that the properties of the late Raja had been
locked but the Durbar had no concern, whatsoever.

-

19. A lettér from Lieutenant Colonel fir, Adelbert Talbot.
Resident in Kashmir to Raja yir Amar gingh, vice-
President J&K Arate Council No. 3901, dated June 21,

1899, 1. 4.J.
20. Rasolution No. 8 dated July 25, 1899 of ftate Council

Jammu and Kashmir. 7.A.J,

21, A letter from Vice-President of the state Council J&K
10 the Resident No. 1925, dated 7unc 30, I§999, AL.A4J.
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with the private estate or effecf of the deceased Brother,
which;;bel,onged_ excusively to the ‘:wivd_ows of ‘the
deceased and ta whom the affect must be delivered in
due course,?? |

‘The Resident did not want to act on the infor-
mation of His. nghness Ha made dlSCUSSlonS with
.. Maharaja and other members of the councul for the
dlposal of the moveable and immovable properties “of
Raja Ram Slngh Tl"ere arose som.e ques‘tlons T the
discussions for. dtsposal -2

Fisly, the arrangements to be made for the liquida-
tion of the |ate Rajas. debts and wmdmg up of his

Bkcondly, the evaluation of his praperty- real and
parsoaal and o

Thirdly, the pravisions to be made for (@) the
‘widews and, (b).the .servamns and. depsndents of the
late Raja. ,

These guestions were discussed in the meeting
of the State Council. Ineegard to'the first question

22. C.S. Old English Record, File No., 35.0f 18Y9, S.A.J.

(A letter from the Vices Rresident J&K State Council

to the Resident, No.-1925, dated June 30, 1899).
23. lbid.

(A letter from the Resident to the Vice-Presidenl of

the State Council, No, 253.C, dated July 9, 1899).
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the SRR Council passed the formstion of a commMitter
'~ comprising of the augoyntant Geparal. Rai Bahadur
Pandit Bhag Ram (Revenue ‘member and. Secretary of
State cqungil(, Lala Bighan Dass). Wagw Wazarat
Udhampur) and Diwan  Amar Nath (Gpvernor of
Jammu) whlch would prepare the scheme for the
llqmdatlon of the late Ralas properties. The commn-
tiee prepared a complete inventory, of the propertlcs
and estates of the Iate Raja The Jagir enjoyed by
fthe late Raja ln Jammu and Kashmlr including landed
estates and C hold by hlm under mortage or otherwuse
comprtsmg the. real propertues of the deceased was
la,psed to. the state from the date of his dernise by the
otder of the State Councnl 2+ The existing establlsnment
emaloyed on theqe estates and Jagir &C were

; retalned as the Durbar dld nOt w:sh to dtspensé ‘with

their s2° wca wthout caus'=l Sona of tﬁem were

_ adjusted m thn state, servnces and others were retired by
”guvmg the gratunty and allowances

When the mventory was completed,

u Ceun i orde:ei the cowmnitte2 tJ asszs 5. tts value

- Aze adingly, the Committee,. asseased th2 late Raja s

properties for Rs.18,52, 894/11 annas which inciuded

stamps worth Rs. 2,42.894/5 annas_ out of yvhlch red

the State

24 Resolution No. 8 Proceedings of the Stshe.comncil
Tuesday, 25th of July, 1899, S.A.J.
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real stamps worth Rs. 2,37,611/5 annas and 6 Pai were

handed over to Raja Amar Singh, the new Commander-
in-Chief and green seal stamps to the nominal vslue
of Rs. 4,726/4‘ annas were deposited in the state
Treasury25 His horses dnd saddles were transferred to
the state Baghi Khana the house hold utensils of
brass, clothmgs like Pashmina etc. were sold in an
open auction at 1/2 and 1/3 of its prices?® while the
silver and gold ornaments were melted to make one
piece of each which were deposrted in the State
Reserve Tregsury. Then there remained the Jewellery
worth Rs. 4,04,953/13 annas and 3 Pais out of which
the Jewellery of Rs. 6,055 were given to the mother
of Mian Rattan Singh, the natural son of Raja Ram
Singh.27 The remaining portion of the jewel lery were
valued by a jeweller Piara Lal of Delhi but the amount
which he valued was too less. ‘Hence the State
Council found that it was impossible to sell it in Jammu
so he sent it to Calcutta frdm where some of it was
sent to England. The rest was scld to M/s ‘Hamilton &
Co. at Caicutta for Rs, S0, 542/- which was less than the
assessed value. The amount racziv:d was deposited

25, CS. Old English Record, File No. 35 of 1899, S.AJ.
26. Ibid.

27. Ibid.
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in the state-treasury to clear the debts of late Raja Ram
Singh which amounted to Rs. 2,17.000/-23

Badami Bagh of Srinagér was also a part of
property of Raja Ram Singh which was spread over
187 Kanal and 8 Marlas. Its value was assessed at Rs.
300/-. Different offers were received for its sale. The
highest offzr of Rs. 750/- was of Colonel Diwan Bishan
Dass but it was not cccepied. Atlast it wis sold to
Diwan Daya Kishan Kaul in an open auction for
Rs. 1400/-vide His Highness order No 1083 dated June
21;1907_. ® This amount was also deposited in the

State treasury.

HIS DEPENDENTS.

Raja Ram Singh left four widows, a daughter Bua
Sahiba and a natural son (Mian Rattan Singh) who
' was two and a half years old when Raja Sahib left this

world.?® The widows now had no source of inzome
tor their livel.hod because none of them had a male
child who could make their both end meet. On the
other hand the properties, Jagir and other landed

—

28. C 8. 0Id English Record, File Nc. 46/H-93 of 1909,

S.4.J.

29. Ibid. |
30, Ibid. (Resolution No. 8, Proceedings of the council on

Tuesday, 25th of Julv. 1899.)
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estates enjpyed by the late Raja. were. reverted, to the
state.

The council considered the case of the W|dpw;, in
all its bearrngr. and sanctroned an aggregate allowance

of Rs. 1,00,0007" per annum i.e. Rs 25 QOO per head
per gnnum, which detarled as ;-

Jagir aHowance Rs. 7,000/- per annum to €ach.

Cash alfowahce Ra. 18,000/ per ahnum to each.
besites gardens and Rakhs as allotted to the other Rarc
the abiove amount represented the total cost of the
entire house hold including the inner and outer estab| |
ishment while the resident suggested to paV them
monthly vise allowances, This amount: wag far legs.
than the cash allowances paid tp. the, Maharam Sahiba
(step-mother of Maharaja Partap Srngh and tbe late
Raja)s? However, the allowances were sanctroneq to
the widows but they could not draw them, The moneY(.
was drawn from the state treasury Qn q propsr b'" .
bearing the signature of His Highness the Maharaja The
Mohtmid or Agent was responsible for due. account-
ing of the monies i.e. the wrdows allowance through

31. C.S.old Englrvh Record, Fil No 35 0/1899. S.AJ:
(Resolution No. 8 Proceedings ! the coungil on
Tuesday the 25th of July, 1899)

32. Ibid,
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the agent of the State Governnmient for the widows™.
One of his widow Rani Sahiba Katoch died In
AD. soon after the death of her husband. “Her
allowances were stopped i.e deducted from the amount
of the allowances, while the other three were pald
at the old rate, Some changes were made after some
time by gra tmq them Jagirs of Digiana, Keran,
Kalyana and Lalial in place of cash allowances.

Rao Rattan Singh the natural son of Raja Ram,
was born on December 26, 1896 i.e. two and half years

before the death of his father.®* His Tansure ceremony
was -héld during: the %ife of Raja Ram Singh but he
remaimed Walpless after the death of his fathet Raja
Sahib. On the other hand, not being his legitimate son,
a0 Rdttan Singh would not have right to property of
his Father and the right of accession to the throne of
Jammu and Kashmir state in place of Maharaja Hari
Singh. ‘Even then Maharaja Partap Singh gave his
mother some jewellery from Raja Ram Singh,s property.
The state council granted an allowance of Rs. 100/-

- —r

23, Ibid.
34. C.S.0ld Enghsh Recara’ Eile No. 35 of 1899, S.A.J,

(A letter No, DOJ1669 dated June 16, 1900 from
Accountant Genei al to the Vtce-Premdenr of Cc: unal

35. CS. ol Erlghsh Record, File No 147/H-75 of1914
S.4J.
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per month3® which was raised to Rs. 200/- per month
in March 1900 3 further it was increased to Rs. 3240/-
per annum.®® The details of the allowances mewtioned
above was under :-

1. Cash allowance Rs. 1440/-
2. Jagir allowance Rs. 1200/-
3r From the Private purse Rs. 600/-

Total Rs. 3240/-

On May 22, 1914 his Jagir allowance was stopped
by granting him a Jagir of Kotli Jagan which had the
revenue of Rs. 1184/- and the difference of Rs. 16/-
was adjusted in cash allowance and the exemption
from the payment of cattle grazing in the village Blant-
har Tehsij Ramnagar.??

36. Resolution No, 2 Proceedings of the state council
Nov., 31, 1899, S.4.J.

37. Resolution No. 11 Proceedings af the state council
Mareh 19,1900, S.A4.J.

38. C.S.0ld English Records, File No. 147/H-75 of 1914,
S.4.J.

39. C.S. Old English Record File No. 147/H-75 of 1914,
S.4.J.
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BUA SAHIBA

Bua Sahiba, the only survining daughter of late
Rﬂh, was brought up in the palace along with the other
children of the royal family. She was married to Raja
Kedar Chand Balia of Chenan on March 4, 1901 by
Maharaja Partap Singh himself soon after her father’s
death, with the usuak ceremonics eecompanying such
princely marriages.*°

ey

40. Khan Singh Balawria, Tarikh-1-Rajgan Janimu &
Kashmir, P. 183. _




CONCLUSION

Born in a Dogra royal family and brought up under
the filial affection of a royal father who provided his
son with the cherished opportunities essential for the
training of a successful prince. he had acharming
personality. When he grew up, his farther made suitable
arrangements for his military and other administrative
trainings. Certain important units of the Jammu and
Kashmir state forces were entrusted to his care. Raja
Ram Singh stood the early test and proved to the
satisfaction of his father, to be an efficient energetic
Commander. This led Maharaja Ranbir Singh to appoint
him a Commander in the Jammu and Kashmir state
forces.

The relations among the three orothers were not
normal after the death of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. The
latter wanted to appoint his youngest son as his succe-
ssor but the British Government dez;lared Parrap Singh
the next Maharaja of the state in 1885 after the death
of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. Rejectlon of Raja Amar
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fmgh'e- olaicn to tha throne laid .  the fuindations of
ds¢p. rooted and life long engmity between Maharaja
Partap Singh and his tw o brorhats Baja Ram Singh and
Amar Singh. Raja Rem $Tngh and Amar Singh were
closer to each other than to Mahara;a Partap Singh.

However, the relatlons between Partap Singh anc Ram
Singh wr-re not” as strzin  as that between Partap
Slngh and Amar Singh who was cunning enough to
put the Maharaja away from the administration to get
the hlghést posmon in the Durbar. The British Govetn*
thént of lndla was already Iookmg for an opportumty
to have his control ‘over the stats Hdminis-
tiation so th=t she could keep her eye on the North-
West Frontier, Thus, compelled by the ciicum: tarces
created by his brothers, Maharaja Partap Snngh put
them on |mportant posmons in adm:nnstrauon so that
he could win their favours. This led to the appointment
of Raja Ram Singh as ‘the Commander-in-Chief of the
state forces | ‘ '

Howevar Raja Amar Smgh whq was very thustv

for power, continued with his intrigues. Raja Ram Singh

also participated with him, with the desire to be the

Mcharaja of Jammu and Kashmir, if only Mah‘araja
Pa‘rtap Singh could be removed from the tHrone. The
British ‘Government of India proposed the composition
of a new council which was not accepted by the
Maharaja. The British Government put another praoposal



82 Raj4 Ram Singh

to bring forth Raja Moti Singh of Poonch, a descendant

of Raja Dhian Singh, the brother of Maharaja Gulab
Singh, who was a rival of Maharaja Partap Singh.
Feared by not only from Moti Singh but his brothers,
the Maharaja yielded. ‘

Despite all these, the Maharaja showed no signs
of actua'ly implementing the Viceroy’s suggestions. The
result was that Plowdan had to press him towards that
end and it was only in January 1887, that the Maha-
raja ,,appgiﬂi Dawan Lachman Dass' as the President
of the newcowm:ll Raja Ram Singh and Amar Singh
were the othef two members.

Dewan Lachman Dass was Pro-British in his pre-
ferences and soon after having the office of President,
he reported to the Resident that the Maharaja’s attitude

wgs one of non cooperative and that it was difficult
for him to assume his new office.2 Raja Ram Singh

. and Amar Singh also supported the Dewan’s conten-
tion. There upon Plowden advised Maharaja to

1. Progress, March 1887, Form, Sec., | Nos. 46-48,
(Resident to Foreign Secretary January 21, 1887,
N.A.L), Veena aRjput, Raja A:nar Singh, Dissertation
M.A. Final, 1970.

2. Ibid,
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appoint Raja Moti Singh as the Prime Minister? of the
state. ' This resulted the assuranee of full co-operation
by the Maharaja to Dewan Lachman Dass. Supported
by the Resident and the young Rajas, the Dewan
dismissed some of the private servants of the Maharaja
and when the latter came to their rescue, there resulted

““a crucial trial of power’’, between the ncw administ-
ration and the old clique.* The victory of the new

administration was intolerable for the ambitious young
Rajas- Ram Singh and Amar Singh. These circumsta-
nces united the three brothers secertly and resulted in
the dismissal of Dewan Lachman Dass for neglecting

his duties.?

Then a new council was framed in 1888. Maharaja
Partap Singh was appointed its President Raja Amar
Singh the Vice-President, while Raja Ram Singh, Babu
NilamYer Mukerjee, Dewan Janki Parsad were the other
members of the council. But the thirst for power of the

—

3. Ibid,

4. Fogn.,Seces E. No. 46-48, Progress March, 1887
N.A.I (Resident to Forign Secretary. the I4th of Feb.
1887) Veena Rajput, Raja Amar Singh.

5. Forgn., Sec. E., No 44, Progress May, 1892, Resi-
dent to Foreign Secretary, the 7th of Jamucry, 189:2),
N.A.L, Ibid,



84 Raja Ram Singh

young Rajas, did not end here. There was:still something
waniing to fulfil their desire. And in 1819, an opportunity
came, when Colonel Nisbet became: the -British Resident
in-Kashmir. He informad the British Government of
Inaia about the administration of the state. Tive: Birtish
Government ordered the Mahargja to frame a new
council along with a list of names for the 'Presidentship
of the ‘coh‘ncil.‘: “The name of Raja:Ram Singh was slso
insludsd in that fist. Maharaja Partap Singh thought
it bétter to frame a council under the Presidentship-of
his younger brother ‘Raja Ram Singh than eil others
proposed by the British Government of India. -Hence
Raja Ram Singh became the President of the new
council in April, 1889.

- As the President of the state council, he made
many improvements in the administration of the state.
-The state was short.of funds to meet the - expenditure,
to solve this problem he first of all appointed an
Accountant General, the post which was lying
vacant for long, to put the accounts of the Revenu®
and expenditure straight, so that he couid find out
where did the fault lie. In fact, since a long time the
amount drawn from the reserve treasury at Riasi was
not refunded (re-deposited). He stopped this pfactice
and ordered that-in future every amount drawn was 10

be treated as a loan and refunded in time, from the
revenue of state. If the amount was not sufficient the
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‘stock of grain in the provincial stores shauld be sold,
But'the loan must be refunded, at all cost. This shows
that he was vefy particular about the reserve which
dould bs used in emzargancy. Not only this, he reduced
the "s'.'trehgth'c_):f’the state forces to meet the expenses
from within the resourczs of the state.

Raja Ram Singh was keen on seeing his state
.prasperous. for which he linked the state by rail road with
the British India Via Sialkot. He constructed a tempo-
rary réjlway station at a distance of 1/4 mile fram the
left bank of River Tawi, till the permanent stetien was
constructed durmg his Presndentshlp Bes:de this he
linked his Jagir of Ramnagar and many other parts of
the state with the two cagital cities of the state, Jammu
and Srinagar, by repairing the old roads.

He was @ lover of justice. He made provistons
for the efficient werking of the state courts and speedy
disposal -of appeals To have a check on the working

of the courte he appeimted Inspegtors and Deputy
Inspectors of courts. He also reduced the power of the

Jagirdars to free the tillers from their clutches.

He took keen interest in the welfare of his people
and made extonsive .tours sf the far flung areas, like
Muzaffarabad through Ki han Ganga Valley aend
Bkardu,. to know the difficulties of the people closely.
He made recommendations, by submitting his tour
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diaries, for solving the problems of those peoples. He
did not wish that anybody should suffer without fault.
Once when Maharaja Partap Singh suspended® one
of his (Ram Singh's) official without consulting Raja
Ram Singh. He did not tolerate it. because he was
his immediate boss so Maharaja reinstated that offici-
al. On the other hand he was a lover of hard workiny.
Any one who did not do his duties was not spared by
him. ~ Once during his Presidentship he found that the
“Governor of Jammu (Pandit Mahanond) was not doing
his duty efficiently and was indebted to the state for
Rs. 25,000/- which he neglected to liquidate. He
immediately removed him from the office of Governor.

He had lust for power but did not ignore his
family, He was removed from the office of the
President for defyiﬁg the order of the Resident, not to
leave the office in order to go to Jammu to pay the
homage to his loving father late Maharaja Ranbir Singh
on his Charsala ceremony. Itwas only an excuse
the British Resident wanted to appoint Raja Amar
Singh on that post. But Raja Ram Singh did not care

a bit for that, He preferred to pay homage to his father
rather than sticking to the office of the President.

As the Military member of the state council he

6. Dewan Chand, Head Clerk. (C.S. Old Englisi Record,
File No. 78 of 1896), S.A4.J.
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~ recommended the proposal of the British Government
to convert the state forces into Imperial Service Troops
which caused reauction in the military expenditure of
the state. The forces were now well . equiped with
modern weapons and uniforms. They began to get
their salaries in the British Indian currency in place of
state Chilkis, beceus= the state Chilkis was devalued.
He revised the salaries of army personnel. The
pfovisions were made by grahting the pensions to the
dependents of those killed in action. Special opport-
unities were created for the employment of their
dependents, _ |

As the Commander-in-Chief of the state forces he
wanted to remain as the head of his forces in the war
to lead them. He made offers of his service along with
his force on the expedition to Swat, Black Mo'umain
and Gilgit.” But the British Government did not accept
his personal services. Only the state forces parti-
cipated who earned a ‘numter of Badges of honour
for themselves and for their Commander-in-Chief.

He was also-a lover of art and literature. He tould
read and write Persian, Urdu, Sanskrit and E nglish. He

[S——

7. C.S, 0ld English Record, File No. 90/Q-16 of 1898.
SAJ. A Letter fromCINC. to Reside.x.,‘_ No. 33J o/

September 9. S.4.J. 3
C.S. 0!1 Euzlis Record, F.'e No. 3 of 1893, S.AJ.
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delivered a number of speeches in English on the
medal distribution fun{:tions while thanking the British
Government i.e. Queen Victotia. L '

As regards his properties after his death, the
state Government locked both the movable and immav-
able properties which was something quite novel. It is
true that he left no male heir but there were four widows,
a natural son and adaughter. Even the Maharaja
told Resident that the Durbar had nothing to do with
the properties of late Raja, that should be given to the
widows in due course. But with the order of Resident

the state council auctioned the movable property of
the late Raja and immovable transferred to the state
and said that the amount received was dzposited in
the state treasury to clear his debts and amountin
excess would be paid to the widows and dependents.
The Resident and official of that time were so cunning
and corrupt that théy sold his property at a value lower

than the assessed one and did not show the amount
exceeding his debts. His dependents i.e. widows and

natural son, were granted allowances which were much
less than the allowance of the dependents of other late

Rajas.
As regards his personality, it would be no exagge-
ration to say that he was cut to the shape and stature

of a prince possessing a smartness which very few
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princes of India of his days could have. Ha had a little
stammer and was a First Class rider. It is said that he
- used to go to Ram Nagar from Jammis on horse back
in one day. He used to go in his bed room on the first
fltoor on the horse back.® He was a good player of
Polo. It is said that a special polo play was arranged
at Skarda in his honour whan he visited that place.

- He was devoted to Goddess Durga (Tripuri Sundri).
It is said thdat he had a Sidi of this Goddess. Qnce he
had to take guns on the Chitral fort. The path was

very steep, the mules bscams helpless. He sat on the
ground for a momerit, remembered his Goddeass, after

which the mules took thoss guns to the top of the
mountain which enabled his forces to capture the
Chitral Fort®. Henca such 8 prince who possessed all
the qualities -of B good Soldier, administrator and a
religious man should have survived for a {ong time t0

strengthen his state.-

e

8. Th. Youginder Singh, Assistunt Director of Sporls,
University of Janunu, (Retd). Son of Rao Ratian Singh,
Natural san of Raja Ram Singh, Manuiclipl,.

9. 1hid. S
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EARLY HISTORY OF RAM NAGAR

Originally held by a number of petty Ranas, the
greater part of the tract now included in Ramnagar was
conquered, (according to tradition about the 12th
Century of the Hindu Era), by Raja Bharat Dev, a
Chambail Rajput and brother of the ruler of Chamba.
In these events one Guru Thakkar, an exiled Wazir of
the principal Ranas \vas said to have playved an impor-
tant part. Many stories are told about this personage,
who had name to the Ghurta llaka, consisting of a few
villages still held by his descendants.

Raja Bahadar Dev founded the Bhandral dynasty.
whose members are said to have ruled the country fcr
seven centuries. Warring with the neighbouring Chiefs;
their principal rivals were the Mankotia Rajas of Ram-
kote and Brigarh, who long contended with them ovef
the possession of Paimasta and the ruins of their res-
pective forts still crown the hills on either side of it.

The descendents of both Bandrals and Mankotia are
now ordinary Thakurs. |
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The Bandral Chief in Samvat 1874 was Raja Bhup
Dev the last of the line, who in that year was forced
to atte~d the court of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in order
to pay homage and tribute to Mataraja Ranjit Singh.
Mistakin»g the invitation, Raja Bhup Dev fled to Kangra,
making a last use of his authority to create a number

;of petty Muafis for the disadvantage of his successors,
& proceeding which has had a lasting affect on the
fortune of the tract. As for as | am convinced, these
petty grants were in most cases worse than useless to
their holders. The Sikhs took the possession of the
territory thus vacated, and placed it incharge of Misr
Rup Lal, until in 1877 Maharaja Ranjit Singh bestowed
Ramnagar and Samba on Raja Suchet Singh who held
them until his death in in Samavt 1900.

Raja Suchet Singh appears to have made consider-
able efforts to improve the state of the country, inspite
of such opgosition to his authority from the local
Thakkars, who were long recalcitrant and met with
severe punishment. He built rcads on nany principal
routes, and brought in traders and settlers to people.
Tre tract, the possession of the Gaddis & many others,
dates from his time, are the existing instances,

In 1900 Raja Suchet Singh died at Lahore and
was succeeded by his adopted ‘son Maharaja Ranbir
Sirgh and Ramn'agar was ruled by var'ous Wazirs on
his behalf not without some local conflicts, untill in
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1913 he succeeded Maharaja Gulab Singh as Maha-
‘raja, and Ram Nagar got merged in the territories of
Jammu.

In 1933 Ramnagar was bestowed by Maharaja
‘Ranbir Singh on his son late Raja Ram Singh K.C.B.
who held it "in Jagir until his death in 1966, whenit
again came under the ordinary administration, and hes
S0 remained.

. Assessment Report, Ramnagar 1912, Jamnm and Kashmir
‘Government, S.A.J.
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A speech délivsre.d by Raja Ram Singh on the
presentation ceremony of ‘C B.’ in thanks to the Queen

Victoria
Your Highness Colone! Barr,

I cannot express sufficient thanks for the distingui-
shed honour conferred upon me 'by Her Imperial
Majesty the Queen Empress. |.am proud to think that
the loyality of the family 10 which ].have the honour to
belong is well kmown to the Britigh Government and
|.beg te assure yau that it is always my object to
follow the examples of my fore-fathets in toyality and
devotion to the paramount Power. It has been with
these exiraptes béfore me, the examples set by those
f-am, pfofr& to imitate in this respect, that | have,
always offered my services however humble they might
be to the British Crown. '

The recent hostilities in Chilas in  which ‘the
soldiers. of the Army. | have th2 honour to Command
have so well upheld the honour of their country, at
first pointed to moare extended .operation - an that
frontier,-and | gladly seized the opportunity of offering
my.seivice to H.E  The Viceroy and Governor General
of India in the hopes that | too might assist to fepel-
ling the adversaries of the Indfan. Indian Government
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Commanding the state force in the field. But my hopes
seems doomed to disappointment as from the latest
reports it seems that the political skill of the British
Agent Lieutenant Colonel Durand has completed the
victory which the sword commenced and the tactics of
war will not require to be put into operation to
enforce the submission of the Tribesmen. But | ‘doubt
not’ should necessity arise, the Government of India
wiil honour me by accepting my proferred services. |
am quite ready to, go under the British flag, any where
the British Government may require my setrvices.

| have the honour to receieve the distinguishec

order of the bath on this suspicious day of the birth
of our august sovereign and while expressing my

obligation to her Imperial Majesty. | beg most humbly
to congratulate Her Majesty, on her birthday and pray

for her long life. | thank you Colonel Barr from the
bottom of my heart, for the very kind words, you have
spoken about me and | humbly beg you to offer my
heart felt gratitude to H.E. The Viceroy and Governor

General of India and also to request His Lordship to
convey my sincere gratitude to Her Majesty for the
honour conferred upon me an honour to prove worthy

of which shall be no constant endeavour in life. | can
not conclude without acknowledging here the valuable
assistance which | have received from Colonel Neville

Chamberlain, Military Secretary to this Government, and
which he has always so willingly given me.
Bishan Dass
Private Secretaiy

C.S. Old English Record, File No. 72 of 1893, S.A.J.
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A speech delivered by Raja Ram Si.ngh on Presentat-
tion Ceremony of K, C. B. badge in thanks to the
British Government.

Your Highness Colonel Sir Talbot, Ladies and
Gentlemen. .

| cannot adequately give expression to my feelings
of gratitute for the distinguished honour conferred upon
me by Her Imperial Majesty, the Queen Empress.

While this mark of Her Majesty’s appreciation of
my humble services as Commander-in-Chief of the
state forces and as the Military member of state council
unquestionably redemeed to my personal credit. { beg
to be permitted to say, that itis as well a solid reco-
gnition of that loyality, self sacrifice and unswerving
devotion, to the paramount power, for which the ruling
family of Jammu has boaen traditionaily conspicous
among the native states in India.

It is a gratification to the Durbar s well as to
myself that the state forces under my command have
distinguished themselves in the field in Humza Nagar,
Chilas and Chitral companies in which they fought side
by side with their British Comrades although | had
ead not the good fortune to Command them personally
as | wished on this occession. | have had nevertheless
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A speech delivered by Raja Ram Singh on Presentat-
tion Ceremony of K, C. B. badge in thanks to the
British Government.

Your Highness Colonel Sir Talbot, Ladies and
Gentlemen. .

| cannot adequately give expression to my feelings
of gratitute for the distinguished honour conferred upon
me by Her Imperial Majesty, the Queen Empress.

While this mark of Her Majesty’s appreciation of
my humble services as Commander-in-Chief of the
state forces and as the Military member of state council
unguestionably redemeed to my personal credit. | beg
to be permitted to say, that itis as well a solid reco-
gnition of that loyality, self sacrifice and unswerving
devotion, to the paramount power, for which the ruling
family of Jammu has baen traditionally conspicous
among the native states in India.

It is a gratification to the Durbar as well as to
myself that the state forces under my command have
distinguished themselves in the field in Humza Nagar,
Chilas and Chitral companies in which they fought side
by side with their British Comrades aithough 1 had
ead not the good fortune to Command them personally
as | wished on this occession. | have had nevertheless



96 - Raja Ram Singh

the good luck to receive a sharé in the glorious victorles
achieved by them.

| beg you will please accept my thanks for your-
self and convey to His Excellency the Viceroy, my
heart felt obligation to him and to request him to lay at

the foot the august throne expression of our devoted
loyality.

2. Thanks for the Modal Awarded to the state
troops . '

Your highness Colanel Adelbert Talbot Ladies and
Gentlemen,

| cannot find words to discharge the debt of grati-
tude that 1 owe to Mer Imperial Majesty the'Queen
Empress and to your Highness for the grést honour
done to the Imperial Services. State Troops assembled
here by conferfing ‘e#pon them 25 orders of merit and
the Chitral Medals by your Highness.

In November, 1894 a portion of the 1.S. TrooPs
which participated in the Humza-Nagar campaign had
the ‘honour being presented with order of merit by

Her Imperial Majesty the Queen Empres$ and Collef
Badges by your Highness.

The presentation at that time, though it now bé
held as superstition on my.part took place in such -an
auspicious oceassion that it has brought ‘goed lugk te
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the troops, earning for them a large instalment of the
order of merit and the Chitral medals.

There can be no denial about the fact that as a
frontier stute our foremost duty consists inattending
to the affairs on the frontier and so | cannot but feel
that we have no greater claim to the high honour now
bestowed on the troops which | have the honour to
Cammand that the mere fact that they as Soldiers have
only done their duty. 1 heg your Highness will ask
the Resident to convey to Her Empress my heart felt
obligations and expressian of our devated joyality and
accept the same faor your y_o;_uself;

.Bishan Dass

Private Secratary

e o S B

€ S Old Enghsh Record File No- 13 af 1896, S.A4.
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